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 Trump signed an Executive Order on January 23, 2025 (the “AI Order”), that aims to make 
the United States the world capital for artificial intelligence (AI) and to develop AI that is free 
from “ideological bias.”1 This overturns many of Biden’s policies, including his sweeping 2023 
Executive Order 14110 (EO 14110).2 In this blog, I aim to address the apparent goals from Trump’s 
AI Order, what will change, and what will stay the same. 
 The AI Order identifies three main goals: removing barriers to American AI innovation; 
enhancing America’s AI leadership; and continuing prioritization of AI.3 For removing barriers to 
AI innovation, the AI Order promotes the removal of Biden administration AI policies, including 
those associated with Biden’s EO 14110. For enhancing leadership, the AI Order states the need 
to be free from “ideological bias or engineered social agendas” to develop.4 For continuing 
prioritization, the Order bullet points Trump’s previous actions regarding AI.5 The AI Order also 
calls for the development of a new AI action plan within 180 days of the publication.6 
 The AI Order itself is somewhat vague, it doesn’t set out any clear actions apart from 
overturning Biden’s order (EO 14110) and creating an action plan. However, the most confusing 
aspect of the AI Order may be the language itself. When it comes to the terminology “ideological 
bias or engineered social agendas,” we are left to speculate. A statement from Elon Musk, one of 
Trump’s advisors, helps to develop an understanding of what this might mean. Musk warned about 
the risks behind “woke AI” which supposedly reveals liberal biases.7 It’s safe to assume that this 
AI Order also reflects a manifestation of panic among American tech companies and politicians 
about the “AI race” between the United States and China.8 Further, Trump aims to promote efforts 
from the private sector in developing new technology.9 
 For his 180-day deadline, Trump organized a group to create an AI action plan. He 
rechartered the President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST).10 The 
Special Advisor for AI & Crypto will be a Co-Chair of the PCAST.11 Trump named former PayPal 
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executive David Sacks for this position.12 This is an interesting turn of events; Trump once called 
crypto a scam and now wants the United States to become the crypto capital.13 

To become the capital for AI, Trump believes that all existing policies that hinder the 
development of AI must be eliminated.14 This means that we are leaving behind Biden-era AI 
guidance. Biden’s Executive Order on Safe, Secure, and Trustworthy Artificial Intelligence asked 
federal agencies to provide guidance and reports that employers can use to form their AI policies, 
rather than placing rules directly on employers.15 While Trump’s AI Order focuses on rapid 
development, Biden’s focused on security, privacy, and avoiding discrimination.16 Trump’s AI 
Order completely disregards anti-discrimination guidance or potential civil rights threats related 
to the use and development of AI. 

Biden’s AI policies focused on having agency review of technological impacts. This 
produced a lot of knowledge about how AI was impacting the public, and what needs to be done 
to protect the public.17 An example of Biden’s efforts to promote this review is the National Science 
Foundation’s (NSF) National Artificial Intelligence Research Resource Pilot. The future of this 
program is now unclear.18 This was implemented last January and was meant to run for two years. 
Like most of Biden’s AI efforts, it was targeting development while upholding privacy, civil 
rights/liberties, and overall public safety.19 NSF said it was eager to work with the new 
administration, but there has been no response.20 Currently, it seems that the Trump administration 
is unconcerned with learning about the potential impacts of AI on the public, as it may hinder rapid 
development. 

By eliminating Biden-era efforts to prevent the utilization of technology to discriminate 
based on race, it is unclear what the effects will be. AI facial recognition technology has led to 
horrendous injustices, including wrongful arrests that disproportionately target Black 
individuals.21 Although Trump desires the private sector to develop new technology, it is 
concerning to think about what may happen if the government or public adopts these technologies 
without making necessary changes to address bias. By removing so many barriers to the 
development of this new technology, many fear that there won’t be proper safeguards in place to 
ensure public safety. 
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Trump plans to uphold one Biden measure -- setting aside federal lands for AI data 
centers.22 The two administrations seem to see eye to eye on one thing: that AI will continue to 
grow. It seems that Trump supports this singular measure because it was consistent with his plans 
prior to taking office. Trump announced Stargate his first week in office, a project that is putting 
billions into the development of more AI data centers. This collaboration between top tech 
companies has some stirred suspicion, with people questioning whether the President is seeking 
this technological development to benefit billionaires.23 It has other people excited, as many 
believed that the Biden administration approach was “fear-based.”24 

This AI Order seems to be just an introduction to Trump administration AI regulation. In 
the next 180 days, we will see what the AI development plan holds, and its impact on both the 
technology industry and the public. The current AI Order demonstrates that Trump aims to 
differentiate his policies from the previous administration, and to prioritize industry and 
development over concern for public safety. Trump’s collaborative efforts with tech billionaires 
may meet his goal of turning the United States into the AI capital of the world, but it’s possible 
that we will see problems arise as these companies start to develop AI technology without bounds. 
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