Elon Musk Backs Down in his Feud with Brazilian Courts
Kari Currence

After a months-long feud between Elon Musk and the Brazilian courts, X (owned by Musk
and formerly known as Twitter) will be allowed back online in Brazil...after paying one more
fine.! As ordered by the Brazilian Supreme Court, X must pay a fine of 10 million reais, which is
approximately $1.9 million dollars.> This is in addition to the 18.3 million reais, which is
approximately $3.4 million dollars, that X must pay in fines that were previously ordered by the
Brazilian Supreme Court.?

On August 30, 2024, X was blocked in Brazil, a highly online country that also happens to
be one of X’s biggest markets.* The nationwide block of the social media platform came as a result
of Elon Musk’s refusal to comply with Brazilian court orders that required the suspension of certain
accounts.’ The court said that X was ordered to take these accounts down because they spread
misinformation and engaged in plots to harm federal agents.® This decision was later upheld by a
panel of judges on September 2, 2024.7 The judge, Alexandre de Moraes, who gave those orders,
has previously stated that he “is cleaning up the internet by removing misinformation and attacks
on Brazilian institutions.”®

In the months leading up to the orders, Musk criticized Judge Moraes via posts on X, stating
that the judge is a “criminal” and a “dictator.” He also frequently criticized Jude Moraes’ previous
orders to suspend social media accounts that, according to Moraes, threaten Brazil’s democracy.!”
When the orders to suspend the accounts were made, Musk initially held firm in his position
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against Moraes and, instead of suspending the accounts in question, closed down X’s Brazilian
office.!!

However, Elon Musk’s X made an abrupt shift in its position and told the Brazilian
Supreme Court that it would comply with its order.!? In a statement made via X, X Global
Government Affairs stated that “the people of Brazil having access to X is essential for a thriving
democracy.”!® X’s compliance marks a significant turn in its contentious relationship with the

Brazilian courts.
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