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For me, it seems like it was no more than two years ago that I was casting my ballot for 
the 2020 general election. And yet, come November, another ballot will be cast for president.  

I grew up in a state with prolific absentee voting1 and had never been to a poll until I 
moved to Ohio at twenty-five, where absentee voting is exceedingly rare. The norm for me to be 
able to vote from the comfort of my own home (sometimes even in bed), be able to research all 
of the candidates, propositions, and bonds. But not all states promote absentee voting in this way. 
Fourteen states currently require that voters have an excuse in order to receive an absentee 
ballot.2 Additionally, there are states, such as Ohio, that require a written, rather than online, 
application be filled out in order to receive an absentee ballot.3  

Voting restrictions increased after the 2020 election, leading to in increased voting 
barriers across the U.S. New laws included more stringent identification requirements and 
restrictions on mail-in voting.4 It seems counterintuitive that states are making it more difficult 
for voters to vote while voter-turnout rates are so low; voter turnout rates do not even crack fifty 
percent of the voting age population.5 The overtness of voter turnout’s importance is undeniable. 
The more of a population that participates in an election, the more accurate the representation the 
results are of the populous.  

Research to increase voter turnout is a popular topic. Maybe voting is too difficult, and 
that is why turnout is so low? But then how do we make voting easier? Policies such as enacting 
automatic voting registration, expanding early voting, and increasing polling locations to reduce 
wait times on Election Day have all been suggested.6 But even with these policies, states like 
California still have lower voter turnout compared to the rest of the states.7 

One solution that comes to mind is allowing people to vote online. On the surface it 
makes sense. Some of our most important, sensitive things are done online. In 2022 it was 
reported that nearly eighty percent of Americans prefer to do their banking in some sort of 
mobile fashion.8 So why is security so big of an issue in voting? 
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Voting and banking have different security issues. While both transactions need to be the 
securest possible, voting also has an anonymity aspect that banking does not. Banking works best 
when each party is known. This allows for confirmation of the transaction. However, anonymity 
in ballot casting is a core tenet to democracy.9 Anonymity in democratic politics plays a variety 
of roles: in voting, campaign funding, political discussion, and masked collective action.10 Un-
anonymized, or open, voting allows voters to “make their voices heard without fear of coercion 
or intimidation.”11 When no one knows who you voted for, there is no fear that you may not get a 
job for political differences, or there is no concern that access to further elections may be limited. 
Some states have proposed changing the anonymity of polls. Arizona had a law introduced in its 
legislature that proposed to publish voters’ ballots and personal information online before 
election results are finalized. 12 

Despite these apprehensions around online voting, some Americans already vote online.13 
As of September 2023, thirty-threes states and one U.S. territory allow some portion of their 
voters, either overseas military or voters with disabilities, to vote online.14 The Uniformed and 
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) of 1986, allows miliary service members 
who are overseas to cast online ballots.15 Some states also allow voters with a disability to vote 
online.16 These advances are a combination of states passing their own statutes to allow online 
voting for voters with disabilities, and those voters also bringing suit. In North Carolina in 
202117, and Indiana in 202318, voters with disabilities filed suit arguing that “traditional absentee 
or vote-by-mail systems [do not] allow voters with disabilities the same rights to voting as other 
citizens.”19  

Despite some states letting a portion of their voters cast ballots online, the cybersecurity 
community is still not convinced the systems are secure.20 In 2022, UC Berkeley Center for 
Security in Politics Working Group published findings related to the feasibility of implementing 
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standards that ensure secure online voting as well as return of ballots.21 Cybersecurity is just not 
at a state where online ballot-casting could be supported.22 
 Other apprehensions exist regarding online voting. One, experts believe that introducing 
increased online voting would sew distrust in a system that many people are already wary of. The 
2020 presidential election was fraught with claims of voter fraud from both sides of the aisle. 
Additionally, there is also concern that if any issues do arise due to online voting, the issues will 
be big and maybe irreparable. When there are fraudulent bank transfers, it is possible that the 
money can be recovered, or legal actions can be brought. However, solutions to incorrect 
electronic ballot collection are not as clear. Finally, the issue of implementation arises. Currently, 
states are left to their own accord to design elections. Would there need to be a standardized 
portal that all states adopt or could each state design their own system? 
 All these issues considered, despite the excitement around the prospect of being able to 
vote on our phones, there are likely to be a few more election cycles before it becomes a reality. 
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