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Internet Initiatives 
 

In 2021 the Biden-Harris Administration signed the Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal. 1 One 
of the Deal’s stated goals is to “ensure every American has access to reliable” and affordable 
“high-speed internet” in order to close the digital divide.2 Digital divide is the term used to 
address the gap between populations with internet access from those who do not have access.3 In 
the United States, 8.5 million households, or 6 percent, lack access to high-speed internet.4 

Access to high-speed internet is integral to being a part of US and global society. The 
power of the internet seems endless, and has the power to improve people’s health, educational, 
and employment outcomes and opportunities.5 This power has long been recognized, and people 
since the 1990s have been rallying for internet to be considered a basic human right. 6 This 
argument is based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights stating that the right to freedom 
of opinion and expression includes “freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, 
receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.”7 Later 
on, the United Nations drafted a resolution to promote and protect the enjoyment of human rights 
via the internet. As part of the resolution, it was recognized that the internet is an integral part of 
the right to freedom of expression and privacy and can facilitate development and innovation.8 
Most recently, UN Secretary General António Guterres called for the need for universal access to 
the internet.9  

In response to the Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal’s stated goal, in June of 2023, the Biden-
Harris Administration promised $40 billion to ensure reliable high-speed internet to all of the 
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United States through its Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) program.10 As 
follows, is a discussion of the impacts BEAD funding will be broadly assisting, and a closer look 
at the roll-out of increased access in Ohio. 

 
Internet’s Impact on Society 

 
In the 35 years since the internet was created, the impact on the world and society has 

been massive. This impact was clearly illustrated in 2020 when the United States was seemingly 
shut down due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic highlighted the importance of internet 
access in a changed society. Ninety percent of Americans in a Pew Research Center Poll have 
said that the internet has been essential or important to them in light of the pandemic. 11 This 
impact can be clearly seen in three vital sectors: healthcare, education, and employment. 
 

a. Healthcare 
Healthcare is called the number one equity tool of the future because access to the 

internet has been thought to likely lead to better human-health outcomes. The impact of the 
internet on health seems limitless, but below are just a few of the impacts: 

- Control of medical equipment (e.g., pacemakers and dosimeters) deployed in the home.12 
- Online health records.13 
- Telehealth opportunities for rural populations.14 

 
b. Education 
Internet access also increases access to education. As early as 1992, internet usage in 

schools was recognized as a tool to increase equality of educational opportunities.15 President 
Clinton believed that the internet would be able to revolutionize education because it would 
”make available the same learning from all over the world at the same level of quality and the 
same time” to students in the United States.16 Not only does the internet further aid education by 
spreading information, it also increases opportunities for communication and collaboration.17 
The Internet’s power with education was on display during the COVID-19 pandemic. It is 
difficult to imagine how schools would have continued without the internet during the pandemic. 
As early as five months into the pandemic, 93% of households with school-aged children had 
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children distance learning and relying on online resources.18 Without the internet children would 
likely have been deprived of education. 
 

c. Employment 
With a computer and internet connection, individuals in rural areas can earn Associate, 

Bachelor, Master, and Professional degrees. The internet also gives people increased employment 
opportunities, regardless of employer. There are countless fully remote jobs available on listing 
websites and online marketplace opportunities such as Etsy can serve as a way to make income 
in areas that may have high unemployment rates.19 
 

Case Study: Ohio 
 

The state of Ohio recognizes access to reliable internet is a necessary standard of living, 
and broadband access has been categorized as a priority for the DeWine administration.20 

Taking a look at Appalachian Ohio as an example, one-third of the residents lacked 
access to high-speed internet in 2021, or five percent of Ohioans.21 While it is widely agreed 
upon that access to the internet is needed, there have been external factors that have stalled the 
project. Most recently, internet-provider Spectrum has sued AEP Ohio, Ohio’s largest electric 
utility, and has the majority of Appalachian Ohio in their service area.22 Spectrum brought the 
suit which accuses AEP Ohio of delaying the permitting process for installation of Spectrum 
high-speed wires on AEP Ohio poles.23 Ohio was allocated $793 million from BEAD. BEAD 
funds have yet to be received due to data limitations. Needed to get the fabric map as accurate as 
possible. The formula of BEAD was determined by unserved and underserved locations, using a  
Fabric Map made with a bunch of hexagons.24 Ohio is still waiting for those funds though; all 
internet work throughout the state comes from federal grants and state funds.25  

There are a lot of broadband programs going on right now and there are lots of 
applications trying to get on poles.26 The case of getting power to Rural Ohio is compounded by 
the topography of the region. Because the Appalachian Mountains are so old, the soil is 
particularly compact so drilling for fiber lines is not an option.27 And so since they cannot drill, 
AEP poles have to be used.28 
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Conclusion 
 

Since this article will be posted and accessed on the internet, you as a reader must 
understand to some degree the power and effect of internet usage. Considering, it may be the 
superior knowledge tool of the world, and with knowledge comes great power.29 For a better 
world, country, and state, we should be promoting internet access to all. While it may be too 
early to tell the effect of BEAD funding, its prospects are certainly exciting.  
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