
Drugs on the Docket Podcast 
Season 1 Episode 1 – Federal drug sentencing and the evolution of the 
crack-powder ratio with Mark Osler 
 

SHOW NOTES: 
 

• Cohost Biography: Douglas A. Berman 

• Guest Biography: Mark Osler 

• NBC News: “30 Years after Basketball Star Len Bias' Death, Its Drug War Impact Endures” 

• NPR: “After 50 Years Of The War On Drugs, 'What Good Is It Doing For Us?'” 

• US Justice Department: “Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986”  

• ACLU Article: “Cracks in the System: Twenty Years of the Unjust Federal Crack Cocaine Law"  

• NYU Law: Rachel Barkow 

• Bureau of Justice Statistics: “Drug Offenders in Federal Prisons: Estimates of Characteristics 
Based on Linked Data” 

• ACLU: "Fair Sentencing Act" 

• Blog Post on Press Release for Equal Act 

• Supreme Court ruling: Spears v. United States 

• Supreme Court ruling: Kimbrough v. United States 

• Supreme Court ruling: Booker v. United States 

• Supreme Court ruling: Blakely v. Washington 

 

 

https://moritzlaw.osu.edu/douglas-berman
https://law.stthomas.edu/about/faculty-staff/directory/mark-osler/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/30-years-after-basketball-star-len-bias-death-its-drug-n593731
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/17/1006495476/after-50-years-of-the-war-on-drugs-what-good-is-it-doing-for-us
https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/anti-drug-abuse-act-1986
https://www.aclu.org/other/cracks-system-20-years-unjust-federal-crack-cocaine-law
https://its.law.nyu.edu/facultyprofiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=profile.overview&personid=20660
https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/drug-offenders-federal-prisons-estimates-characteristics-based-linked-data
https://bjs.ojp.gov/library/publications/drug-offenders-federal-prisons-estimates-characteristics-based-linked-data
https://www.aclu.org/issues/criminal-law-reform/drug-law-reform/fair-sentencing-act
https://sentencing.typepad.com/sentencing_law_and_policy/2023/01/new-year-and-new-congress-brings-a-new-effort-to-advance-new-equal-act-.html
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/555/261/
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/552/85/
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/543/220/
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2003/02-1632
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