IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO
EASTERN DIVISION

Carrie Harkless, et al.,

Plaintiffs,
Vs. Case No. 1:06-cv-2284
Jennifer Brunner, et al., Judge Gaughan
Defendants.

JOINT REQUEST TO STAY ACTION

The parties, through counsel, hereby jointly request that the Court stay this action until
such time as the parties agree or the Court, upon motion by one of the parties, determines that it
should be restored to the active docket.

This request is not for purposes of delay. The reason for the request is to permit
settlement discussions in a separate action, League of Women Voters v. Brunner, Case No. 05-
7309 (N.D. Ohio), to proceed because, if successful, a resolution of that action may well moot
the disputed issues in this action. In the event it becomes apparent that resolution of the League
of Women Voters action is not possible, the parties will proceed expeditiously to complete
briefing of the pending motion for submission to the Court.

The parties are available at the Court’s convenience for a telephonic conference on this

request.



Respectfully submitted,

/s Robert W. Topp

Robert W. Topp
robert.topp@dechert.com
DECHERT LLP

30 Rockefeller Plaza

New York, New York 10112
212-698-3500 Telephone
212-698-3599 Facsimile

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

Marc Dann
Attorney General of Ohio

/s Anne Light Hoke

Anne Light Hoke (0039204)
ahoke@ag.state.oh.us

Rebecca Thomas (0066650)
rthomas@ag.state.oh.us

Assistant Attorneys General

Health and Human Services Section
30 East Broad Street, 26™ Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215

(614) 466-8168 Telephone

Attorneys for Defendant ODJFS Director
Helen E. Jones-Kelley

/s Richard N. Coglianese
Richard N. Coglianese (0066830)
rcoglianese@ag.state.oh.us
Damian Sikora (0075224)
dsikora@ag.state.oh.us

Assistant Attorney General
Constitutional Offices Section

30 East Broad Street, 17" Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215
614-466-2872 Telephone

Attorneys for Defendant Secretary of State
Jennifer Brunner



Certificate of Service

This is to certify a copy of the foregoing was served upon all counsel of record by means
of the Court’s electronic filing system on this 4th day of May, 2007.

/s Robert W. Topp




