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Summit
to look
at voter

cards

Registrations turned
in by ACORN workers
come under scrutiny

By Lisa A. Abraham
The Summit County Board of
Elections is once again the site of
m}ﬂemtcrmgsn—atimmrd

«Summit is one of three Ohio
counties, along with Franklin
and Cuyahoga, where question-
able voter registration cards
have been cropping up. '

_The Sum-
mit board is to
vote at its Aug,
22 meeting on
what to do
about a dozen
or so question-
able cards that
have  been

workers for
ACORN, a
i s ‘nonprofit
group ‘been registering
vm&sﬁmmghoutohig.gm

Wiliams -

In Franklin County, more .
than 500 cards have been turned -

over to the county prosecutor
for investigation. Other ques-
tionable cards reportedly have
cropped up in Cuyahoga County.
tions d director, sa.ld some

said that they did not fill out a
€ver, a phone
from ACORN, asking to confirm
their date of birth, Social Securi-
ty number and address, and tell-
ing them that they would be get-
ting a card in the mail from the °
board. of elections confirming
ACORN, which stands for the
Association of Community Or-
ganizations for Reform Now, ad-
vocates: for low- and moder-
ate-income families. Its goal in
Ohio this year is to register
138,000. low-income voters: so
ﬁraﬁ,ooo have been signed up,
said Eaty Gall, head organizer
for Ohio-ACORN. :
been'in contact with Summit
County, but was not aware of
any problems until the board put
the matter on its agenda, i
. “We're trying to find out-
what the situation is,” she said.
Williams said he will bring
the matter to-the board's atten-
tion at its upcoming meeting,
and it will have to def:ide where
to go from there, B e

ACORN
Group says new law
hampers card review

Continued from Page B1

In Franklin County, Gall said
she has been in discussions with
board officials for several
months over questionable cards,

Matt Damschroder, director
of the Franklin County Board of
Elections, said his re-
ceived 500 voter registration
cards from ACORN between
March and ]ul)lr that a to
m

e Franoklin

contained nonexistent address-
es, were made out in the same
bandwriting, and even con-

. tained a registration for a dead
- man.

Gall said her group’s goal is
to improve its for regis-
tering voters and to fire any em-
ployees who resort to illegal
tactics. She said ACORN work-
ers are paid by the hour, not the
card, to discourage fraud.

Filed 08/14/2006

of House Bill 3 have ham
ACORN's self-policing efforts.
She s4id in the past, all registra-
tion cards were h?clinedollﬁdm the
organization, which w veri-
fy them before turning them in
to local boards of elections.
That would enable the group to
catch potential problems and
alert boards of elections. ‘§,ual-
ity control is a big part of our
system,” she said.

House Bill 3, however, re-
quires that the individuals who
registers voters turn in their
cards, limiting the ability of the
group to catch problems, “It's
an unintended co! uence of
House Bill 3,” Gall said.
“There’s no way for us to red-

the cards.”

In 2004, hundreds of faulty
voter registration cards were
filed in Summit Couu?hty in the
voter registration p leading
up to the idential election.
A state and federal investiga-
tion, however, was closed with
no one facing charges. Locally,
the Summit County Shenﬁis
Office charged one woman in
the voter registration card
probe.,

Lisa A. Abraham can be reached at 330-996-
3737 or labrahamd@thebeaconjoumal.com,
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