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Summary

of Principal Recommendations

The Goals of Federal Elaction Reform

When rhey chiooss the president, the vice president, and members of Congress,
the Amercan peopia shondd expect all levels of government to pravide a demorratic
process that

™ Malniains an accurate kst of diizens who sre Qualified to vorts:

¥ Encouwrages every eligible voier to participate effectively;

® Uses equipment that rellably clarifies and registers the voter's eholes;

m Handles close elections in a foceseeable and fair way;

# Operates with equal sffectivenes; for every citizen and every communtty;
anict

= Reflects limited but resporsible federal participation.

For Americars, democracy §5 a predous blitheght. But exch generstion must nourish
and lmprave the processes of democoacy lof itE successorz, In the neartenm, the
ekt thre to five years for {mstance, we envision a country whers each state malntains
socurate, computerized Hsts of who can vote, networked with local admintstratess.
Llzing that system, qualified voteys in our meshite society would be able to vote
theonghott thely state withowt being turned away berause of the vegaries of local
adminstraticn. Ustng the systen we recommend here, millions of military and other
cverseas voters wotld find it easier to get and return thelr batlots. Election Day
woukl be held on 2 nadonal holiday, freeing up more people 10 serve as pall workers
od making polling places more accessihle, Vieting machises would meet a common
standard of excellent performance. Bach stite would have its uniform, objective
definitlons of what comstitutes a vote. News organizations would exert necessacy
restraing In predicting election cuttomes. Every Jurisdiction and every cificial would
chey the Vating Rights Act and other statutes that secure the franchise and prohibit
discrimination. In all of this theys weiild be a delicate balance of shared respansibilities
betwesmn levels of government, and betwesn offidals and the voters they serve.

Thiz report sets forth cuc recommendarians for the next, lmmedinte stem on the
raed to attainment of these goals,

Mations! Commisuoa on Fekeral Enction Telarm 5
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+ = Policy Recommendation + + «x ].

Every state should adopt a system of statewide voter registration.

1. The stitewide computerized voter file showld ba networied with and scoessible to
every eection jurisdiction In the stata so that any level can initlats registrations and
upditer with prompt notiflcation to tha cthers. It should inchade provisions lor
sharing dota with othar sistes

7. Wiwmn s ditizan elthor applies for a driver’s licarse or registars to vots, anch state
should oblain residential sddress and othor information, such 319 § Mgitzed signsture,
n & torm thek 15 equally toebla for both tha motor webicla amd vater databases
The address information can then be linked to » statewide streat, index.

3, Each state’s driver’s license and voter registration appllcations shauld neguire applicants
to provide ot least the last kour diglts of their Social Sedurity number. States shoutd
also ask applicants if they sre Fogistared in Motkar stats, $3 that that stata can be
nodifled of the new ragistration,

4, Fach $1ale's vorer registration spplications should requive a separate md tpecilic
aifirmation that the applicant i a LS. citizan.

#» % Policy Recommendation = > v 2

Every stata sholtdd permit provislonal voriny by any voter who
clalrps tp ba qualified 1o wois in that stata.

1. Provisional oting authorizes any persen whose nama dows hot sppear on the list
of registered volars, but who wishes (o vots, b be issued » bafiot The baftot shall be
, couitted only upan werifioation by election officals thet the provisional voler s
efigila and guabflen v volw within the siats and only [or the officas for which the
veter is qualifled to vote_ '

2. Ancther opthon, foi' statas with statewide computerizad woting lists, wouild be to let
a voler who is 1t on the list abmit prool of identiflcstion snd sweal ta or oifem
an appropriste alfkdavie of ehigibdity to vote In that juriadiction. This information could
thett be used px a0 spplication for yoter registration and the voter list would be
amende accordingly. i quaified, the voter coukd sither be issed a requiar baliot on
if the s1ate preferred, ba sliowed W0 volo provislobally panding conflymation of
the voter's sligidity.

& Rlatopst Coprisicn on Federal Election Reforom
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111. A Democratic Process

* espechily the 1987 slection for mayor of Miaml, an election fnvalidated by the

that Mzaintains an Accurate List of Citizens
Who Are Qualified to Vate |

One of the most serfous problems In Anretica's elections ix also cyne of the miost,
basic- identifving who can vote, For same this i a problem of disfranchisement.
Feor others this s & problem of the integrity of the voting system. The coftroversia)
effort to desi s vorer 1ol & Florida was itself a reaction i prior scandals,

courts die to widespread vots fraud.

The issint of voter lists now has well-drawn battle Bnes, Some argue that the
*purging” of voter Lists has been used 1o push minority woters off the rolls.
Crthers mealntein that  jist maintenance” Is essential to preventing frawd. A major
development in this political 2euggle wat the: passega of the National Voter
Regtsrration Act of 1993, the * wiator voter” law oiften refermed to by its acronym,
NVRA. This act soietly regulsted the procedures that hed to be followed befora
woiers could be removed froam listz end made such removals more difficult

The Problem of
AceurateVoter Lists

State and ksl slaction administrators have testified to the Commistion that they
are generally comifoctable with the NVRA and the Commibation does not advocate
making any changes to it Buf, es 2 result of the law, sdminirators agres that

their voter lists are now swollen with larger numbers of named vaters who have
maved, or died, o are no longer eligible 1o vote in the local jursdiction where they
are registered. Duplicate registration & abo common, T Oldahema, which gathers
satewide data tn 13 unitary elscdon system, the number of inactive voiers had
averaged about | 5% of the list." After NVRA, that percentage giaw to 25%. As might
be expected, 2 muumber of jurisdicions have compared thelr voter lsts to census
tiumberd and observed that they have thousands, sometimes tens of thowsands,
muoee: teghstzred voters than people. .

The issue of voter Yists iow has well-drawn bartle lines.

v

Neticrl Caommission on Fadaral Election Retorm
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