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Additional Data Could Help State and
Local Elections Officials Maintain
Accurate Voter Registration Lists

What GAO Found

The mathods used in seven selected states o verify voter eligibility and
ensurs acouracy of veter registration listy were varied and Include relving on
regisirant self attestation, Tetnim malings, atwd cheeking agitnet lists of
folony comvietions o deceased individuals, Election officials from the
selected stutes described zoma challenges that may be resolved when HAVA
iz fully iraplemented, such ag redncing deplicates within die stare Othey
challenges—identifying duplicate reglstrations in othey states or having
insmtficlent information to maich other data sources with voter registration
lists—may continee to be ssues.

The seven states ary in different phases of implementing HAVA statewide
voler registration ligts and eligibility varification requirements, Arizona
implemerited jt3 statewlde voter List by the Jammry 1, 2004, deadlineg, and the
uther slx states applied for a Yamusry 1, 2008, walver Of thoss six states,
Texas, Virginis, and Wisconsin awanted contiracts to develop new voter lists
thas are designed to address HAVA requirements. Michigan has had 3
statewide list zince 1908, and officlals belicve it 15 near HAVA eompliang.
Califoynia election officiale are still considering how to meet these FAVA
requirements, and in New York, legisiation was passed i May 2005 to create
the state woter registration lists,

Frderal dafa sources have the poteraial to help state election officials
identify registrants who may be convicted felans or non-citizens. While the
potential namber identified may be small, an election ean be decided by a
few votes. Regarding felons, ULS. Attoryeys are requived 1o notify state
election officiak of federal felony convictions, but the information was nat
always easy for elnetion officials to nterpret or complete. Federal jury
services generally do not now, but raight feasibly be able 56 notify elections
officials when, polential jurcrs drawn from local voter regisgration Hsts claim
to be non-citizers,

Frderal Ioror Quaication Cusstionnalre

JUROR QUALIFICATION QUESUTIONNAIRE

Fowo bLE, Dineks COWL Baciem District of Virgink

— Uniled Stiles Governmant Accountabilty Office
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Abbreviations

AAMVA American Assoctation of Motor Yehicle Administrators
AOUSC Administrative Offices of the 1).5. Cowrts

DHS Pepartment of Homeland Security

pQJ Department of Justice

DMF Death Master Fle

EAC Elgction Assistance Cormmission

FEC Federal Election Commission

HAVA Help America Vote Act

HAVY Help America Vote Verification program
INS Immigration and Naturalization Sexvice
MVA motor vehicle agency

NCOoA National Change of Address

NVRA Natiomal Yoter Registration Act of 1993
olG Qffice of tha Inspector General

QVF Qualified Voter Flie

SAVE Systeraatic AHen Verification for Entitlements
554 Soclal Security Administration

This is a work of the U.5, govacament &nd i& not subjoct to copyitght pratoction in tha
United States, it may be reproduced ard disbibuted inite erinety without further
pasmisaicn from GAD, Howaver, becausa this wopk inay contaln copyrightad imaies or
cther material, parmizsion from tha copyrdght holder may be necessany I you wiah to
eprodiia this matesa sephratnly.
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