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BY

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT o
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF
CHURCHES, as an organization and
representative of its members; WASHINGTON
ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS FOR REFORM NOW
(ACORN), as an organization and representative
of its members; ORGANIZATION OF
CHINESE-AMERICANS OF GREATER
SEATTLE, as an organization and representative
of its members; CHINESE INFORMATION &
SERVICE CENTER, as an organization and
representative of its clients; FILIPINO
AMERICAN POLITICAL ACTION GROUF OF
WASHINGTON, as an organization and
representative of its membets; KOREAN
AMERICAN VOTERS ALLIANCE, as an
organization and representative of its members;
SERVICE EMPLOYEES INTERNATIONAL
UNION (SEIU) - LOCAL 775, as an
organization and representative of its members;
and WASHINGTON CITIZEN ACTION, as an
organization and representative of its members,

Plaintiffs,
Vs,

SAM REED, in his official capacity as Secretary
of State for the State of Washington,

Defendant.
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Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, 1, Alaric Bien, hereby declare as follows:

1. My name is Alaric Bien. Ireside in King County, and I am currently
registered to vote in Washington State.

2, Since 2001, T have been the Executive Director of the Chinese Information
and Service Center (“CISC™), a Seattle-based organization devoted to creating opportunities
for Chinese-American immigrants and their families to succeed.

3. The CISC is a Plaintiff in this matter. This declaration is based on personal
knowledge, cxcept where otherwise noted.

4. The CISC was founded in 1972 as a volunteer organization, and has now
grown to a staff of 35 full-time-equivalent employees, who speak 9 dialects of Chinese,
Vietnamese, Cambodian, Malay, and Enplish. The CISC provides approximately 5700
clients per year with cultural orientation, job training, senior day care, English instrluction,
youth activities, and other direct-service assistance on a broad range of issues of importance
to the Chinese-Amcrican and broader Asian-American community.

5. The CISC also advocates on behalf of cur clients and the broader Chinese-
American community, with elected officials and with the general public, We actively
engage in many issues of interest to our clients. Among these issues are concerns involving
vating rights — in particular, voting issues of concern to minority language communities,
such as compliance with section 203 of the Voting Rights Act.

6. Involvement in public policy formation and advocacy is central to our service
to our clients and the broader Chinese-American community. It is critical to these advocacy
efforts that members of our community be recognized as active constituents of their elected
officials. Voter registration is a crucial component of this process.
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1. We regularly strive to ensure that as many eligible clients as possible are -
registered to vote,

8. This year, as in the past, we plan to encourage clients and members of the

Chinese-American community to register to vote. We will sponsor community education

sessions, educaﬁng members of the community about the importance of registration and
about how and where to register. We will also provide direct service to clients who need
assistance in the regisiration process. In the past, we have received grants specifically
earmarked for voter education and voter registration to support this activity.

9. Many of our clients face particular difficulties in voter registration. For
example, many of the clients with whom we work have only limited English proficiency,
and have difficulty with official forms. They are not easily able to respond to povernment
notices or forms, and turn to us for help. Indeed, one of our core services is to help clients
respond to mail that looks official, that they may not adequately understand without
assistance.

10.  Moreover, approximately 3200 of our clients are senior citizens. Many of
these clients do not have driver’s licenses.

11, Because cne of our functions is to assist new immigrants with the
nafuralization process, approximately 80 of cur clients are newly naturalized. Many of these
newly naturalized clients are senior citizens as well.

12. 1 am familiar with many common errors and inconsistencies in databases
containing Chinese names, For example, women from mainland China frequently use their
maiden name for some purposes, their married name for others, and a hyphenated version of

these names for yet other purposes; such women may not consider one particular surname to
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be an exclusive legal name for al] situations. Moreover, transliterated compound first names
such as “Mei Ling” may be presented differently; women from Taiwan ofien present this
name a8 “Mei-ling,” while women from mainland China often present the name as
“Meiling.” I have seen names with similar structures represented in many different ways on
government systems such as health ¢are databases — for example, as “Mei-ling,” “Meiling,”
“Mei-Ling,” and “Mei Ling.” In this way, one individual may be represented inconsistently
on two different systems.

13, Ihave reviewed RCW 29A.08.107. Tunderstand that, pursuant to state law,
Washington State voters will not be registered to vote if the names, identifying numbers, and
other personal information on a voter registration form are not able to be matched with data
maintained by the State Department of Licensing or the 1J.5. Social Security Administration,
I understand that “matching” is an unreliable process. It is my firm belief that the risk of
disenfranchising cligible clients as a result of unreliable “matching® procedures is too high.

14, T is my firm belief that many eligible clients who attempt to register in 2006
will not be registered to vote because the Secretary of State is unable to “match” information
on their voter registration forms.

15.  The CISC’s primary mission is to provide direct services to its clients. When
client information on voter registration forms is not “matched,” we will have to divert
substantial stafl time and resources from other programs to attempting to resolve the
“matching™ problem on our clients’ behalf, In erder to ensure that eligible clicnts who wish
to register are actually regisiered, we will have to devote additional resources to proactive

education and outreach concerning voter registration to our client community, as well as (o
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individual client service. These resources would otherwise be earmarked for activities
unrelated to voter registration.

16.  Even when this time and resources are diverted from other activities to
address the consequences of the “match™ process, it is my fitm belief that the CISC will not
be able to ensure that many clients who attempt lo register in 2006 with CISC assistance will
be registered to vote by the end of the year.

17.  1believe that Washington State’s réfusal to register eligible citizens for
whom the Seeretary of State is unable to “match” information to other government databases
will resuli in the disenfranchisement of many clients whom the CISC encourages and assists
to register to vote. Many of these clients will be directly harmed by the disenfranchisement.
Moreaver, this disenfranchisement will impede the CISC’s ability to fulfill its organizational
purposes, will frustrate its organizational goals and its efforts to advocate on its clients’
behalf, and will render CISC staff time and resources spent on voter registration useless.

18.  If Washington State is not enjoined from refusing to register voters whose
information cannot be “matched,” CISC clients will suffer harm, and the C1SC will suffer
harm, as the voters of this state are disenfranchised, For this reason, we respectfully request

that this court grant the relief we so urgently need.
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the forcgoing is true and correct.

Dated: Seattls, WA

May 10, 2006

(U5~

e il .
Alaric Bien
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