Rice County Response to State of Minnesota Supreme Court Order A08-2169

Rice County is willing to provide its rejected absentee materials to the Secretary of State for review with the Political Parties. The County Auditor/Treasurer and staff, in our best judgment, after conferring with the Secretary of State, identified ballots that we believe were mistakenly rejected.  These materials were reviewed January 2, 2008 with each Candidate’s Campaign representatives and the Secretary of State and determinations were made on which ballots provided unanimous approval for inclusion in the recount.

The State of Minnesota Supreme Court Order  A08-2169 stated that “Any absentee ballot return envelopes that the local election officials and the candidates agree were rejected in error shall be delivered unopened and uncounted the Minnesota Secretary of State no later than January 2, 2009 along with a notice declaring the number of ballots so delivered.”   Upon receiving verbal notification from Mr. David Lillehaug that their list did not include any of the rejected absentees identified by the Coleman campaign, I understood that it would not be necessary to bring the supporting information. This was based on the Court Order directive that there was no agreement between election officials and the candidate representatives, and only ballots rejected in error were to be delivered. 

Sincerely,

Fran Windschitl, CPA

Rice County Auditor/Treasurer

320 3rd Street Northwest

Faribault, MN 55057

 

Ph.  507-332-6122

Fax 507-333-3754

