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District Judge Martinez

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

AT SEATTLE

WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF           )    Civil Action No. CV 06-0726 RSM
CHURCHES, et al., ) 

Plaintiffs, )
)    UNITED STATES’ REQUEST FOR

v. )    LEAVE TO FILE RESPONSE TO
)    DEFENDANT’S MOTION TO                 

SAM REED, in his official capacity as )    COMPEL JOINDER OF UNITED
Secretary of State for the State                       )    STATES AS PARTY DEFENDANT
of Washington,                                     )    

)    NOTE ON MOTION CALENDAR:
Defendant. )    JUNE 30, 2006

____________________________________)

The United States of America hereby requests leave of this Court to file the attached

Response to the June 12, 2006 Motion of Defendant Secretary of State Sam Reed to compel joinder

of the United States as additional party defendant.

This litigation was commenced on May 24, 2006 by a group of organizational Plaintiffs,

challenging certain actions of Defendant Reed with regard to voter registration for elections for

federal office in Washington as violative of, among other things, the Help America Vote Act of

2002, 42 U.S.C. §§ 15301 et seq. (“HAVA”).  On June 12, 2006, the Defendant filed his Answer to

the Complaint.  On that same date, the Defendant moved this Court, pursuant to Rule 19(a) of the
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Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, to compel Plaintiffs to add the United States as a necessary party-

defendant in this litigation.  On June 26, 2006, Plaintiffs filed their Response to Defendant’s Motion. 

Despite the fact that Defendant seeks to add the United States as a party to this case, Defendant did

not in any manner, formal or informal, serve the United States with its Motion when filed, and the

United States only learned of the pendency of the Motion on June 23, 2006, in a conversation with

an official of the State of Washington.  The United States subsequently received email copies of the

Motion papers from Defendant.  Insofar as Defendant seeks to make the United States a party in this

case, the United States seeks leave of this Court to file the attached brief Response to address the

issues raised by Defendant’s Motion.  The United States submits that such a filing is appropriate and

within the equitable discretion of the Court.  See, e.g., Bradley v. School Board of the City of

Richmond, 51 F.R.D. 139, 140 (E.D. Va. 1970). 

For the above-stated reasons, the United States respectfully requests that the Court grant

leave for the United States to file the attached Response to Defendant’s Motion for Joinder.

Dated:  June 30, 2006

Respectfully submitted,

ALBERTO GONZALES
Attorney General

WAN J. KIM
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

JOHN K. TANNER 
   Chief, Voting Section 

 
T. CHRISTIAN HERREN JR                       

      BRIAN F. HEFFERNAN                
                        Room 7254--NWB             

            Voting Section
                                     Civil Rights Division
                                    U.S. Department of Justice
                         950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20530
(202) 514-4755 (telephone)
(202) 307-3961 (facsimile)
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JOHN McKAY
United States Attorney

/s/ Anastasia Bartlett                           
ANASTASIA BARTLETT
WSBA# 7142
Assistant United States Attorney
700 Stewart Street
Suite 5220
Seattle, Washington 98101-1271
Tel: 206-553-7970 
Fax: 206-553-4073
E-mail: anstasia.bartlett@usdoj.gov
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that she is an employee in the United States Attorney

Office for the Western District of Washington and is a person of such age and discretion as to be

competent to serve papers.

That on June 30, 2006, she electronically filed the foregoing with the Clerk of Court using

the CM/ECF system, which will send notification of such filing to the attorney(s) of record for the

plaintiff(s) and defendant(s): 

Evan Norris
PAUL WEISS RIFKIND WHARTON & GARRISON 
1285 AVE OF THE AMERICAS 
2ND FLOOR 
NEW YORK, NY 10019-6064 
212-373-3548 
Fax: 212-757-3990 
Email: enorris@paulweiss.com 

Justin Michael Levitt 
BRENNAN CENTER FOR JUSTICE AT NYU SCHOOL OF LAW 
161 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS 
12 FL 
NEW YORK, NY 10013 
212-9928158 
Fax: 212-995-4550 
Email: justin.levitt@nyu.edu 

Louis David Peterson 
HILLIS CLARK MARTIN & PETERSON 
1221 SECOND AVE 
STE 500 
SEATTLE, WA 98101-2925 
206-623-1745 
Fax: FAX 623-7789 
Email: ldp@hcmp.com 

Robert A Atkins 
PAUL WEISS RIFKIND WHARTON & GARRISON 
1285 AVE OF THE AMERICAS 
2ND FLOOR 
NEW YORK, NY 10019-6064 
212-373-3183 
Email: ratkins@paulweiss.com 
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Sarah A Dunne 
HILLIS CLARK MARTIN & PETERSON 
1221 SECOND AVE 
STE 500 
SEATTLE, WA 98101-2925 
206-623-1745 
Email: sad@hcmp.com 

Wendy Robin Weiser 
BRENNAN CENTER FOR JUSTICE AT NYU SCHOOL OF LAW 
161 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS 
12 FL 
NEW YORK, NY 10013 
212-998-6130 
Fax: 212-995-4550 
Email: wendy.weiser@nyu.edu 

Greg Overstreet 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF WASHINGTON (40100-OLY) 
PO BOX 40100 
OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0100 
350-586-4802 
Email: grego@atg.wa.gov 

James Kendrick Pharris 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF WASHINGTON (40100-OLY) 
PO BOX 40100 
OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0100 
360-664-3027 
Email: jamesp@atg.wa.gov 

Jeffrey T Even 
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 
PO BOX 40100 
OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0100 
360-753-6200 
Fax: FAX 1-360-664-2963 
Email: jeffe@atg.wa.gov 

DATED this 30th day of June, 2006.

/s/ Jing Y. Xu                                                   
JING Y. XU
Legal Assistant
United States Attorney’s Office
700 Stewart Street, Suite 5220
Seattle, Washington 98101-1271
Phone: 206-553-7970
FAX:   206-553-4073
E-mail: Jing.Xu@usdoj.gov

Case 2:06-cv-00726-RSM     Document 33     Filed 06/30/2006     Page 5 of 5



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

