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TO: ALL COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTIONS
MEMBERS, DIRECTORS, AND DEPUTY DIRECTORS

RE: Procedures for Processing Absent Voter's Ballots Prior to Election Day

More Ohio voters are taking advantage of voting by mail or early voting in a board of elections
office. As a result, several boards of elections have expressed the concern that, for elections with
an exceptionally heavy turnout of voters, such as a presidential general election, boards may have
difficulty meeting the statutory reporting deadline for the unofficial count if they are required to
wait until Election Day to begin processing and scanning absent voter's ballots. In light of this,
boards of elections are directed to follow the procedures below for processing absent voter's
ballots.

Procedures for Em'Iy Processing ofAbsent Voter Ballots
Boards of elections may begin processing absent voter's ballots no sooner than ten days prior to
Election Day. For the purposes of this directive, "processing" means the handling and examining
of absent voter ballots, but excludes tabulation of them. "Processing" includes any of the
following:

• Examining the sufficiency of absent voter's ballot identification envelope and, if
determined to be sufficient, opening the absent voter's ballot envelope;

• Determining the validity of the absent voter's ballot (e.g., whether the stub is
removed);

• Preparing the absent voter's ballot for scanning;

• Scanning of the absent voter's ballot but only ifthe voting system used by a
county board ofelections allows the absent voter's ballot to befed
through the ballot scanning device without tabulating or counting the
votes on the ballots scanned; and

• Identifying absent voter's ballots that cannot be "read" or are "rejected" by the ballot
scanning device for purposes of determining if the ballot needs to be remade so that it
can be read by the scanner.

If the voting system used by your board of elections allows you to feed the absent voter's ballot
through the ballot scanning device without "tabulating" or "counting" the votes on the ballot, your
board may begin to scan absent voter's ballots no soone,' than ten days prior to Election Day.

If the voting system used by your board of elections does not allow you to feed the absent voter's
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ballot throughtheballot scanningdevicewithout"tabulating"or "counting" theballot, yourboard
shallnotscanabsentvoter'sballotsprior to 12:01a.m.on ElectionDay; however,yourboard
maybeginotherprocessingof the ballotsasdescribedabove.

No "counting"or "tabulating"of absentvoter'sballotson thecentraltabulationservershalloccur
until T30 p.m. on ElectionDay.

Remakes
No ballot for which voterintent is at issuemayberemadeunlessanduntil theboardof elections
has,by majorityvote in public session,confirmedor determinedvoter intent. PleaseseeDirective
2007-3101'themostrecentdirectivein effectfor prescribedproceduresfor remakinganoptical
scanballot.

Observers
Observers,asthat term is definedin R.C. 3505.21,mayobservetheexaminationandopeningof
identificationenvelopesfor absentvoter'sballots. If yourboardof electionsdecidesto begin
processingabsentvoter'sballotsprior to ElectionDay,you mustnotify all appointedobserversof
thetime andplaceatwhich theboardwill processabsentvoter'sballotsprior to ElectionDay.

Underno circumstancesmaytabulationof anyvotesoccurbefore7:30p.m.on
ElectionDay. In theeventof a courtorderell.1:endingpolling hoursin anyprecinct
ofthestate,boardswill receiveinstructionsfrom theSecretaryof State'soffice
regardingwhenresultsmaybereleased.In this ciI'cumstance,boardswill be
permittedto begintabulation,butprohibitedfrom releasingresultsuntil all polls in
thestatehaveclosed. Pursuantto R.C.3509.06(E),noperson,iIlc1uding election
officials andobservers,shalldiscloseanycountor anyportionof a countofabsent
voter'sballotsprior to thetimeof theclosingof thepolliIlg placeson ElectionDay,
andnopersonshallrecldesslydisclosetheCOllilt or anyportionof thecountof
absentvoter'sballotsin sucha mannerasto jeopardizethesecrecyofany
individual ballot. This mustbestrictly obselved.

If you haveanyquestionsconcerningthehandlingof absentvoter'sballotsprior to ElectionDay
or the proceduressetforth in this directive,pleasecontacttheelectionsattorneyassignedto your
countyat (614)466-2585.Thankyou for yourefforts.

Sincerely,

JenniferBrunner


