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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA
NORTHERN DIVISION
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
v.
JOSEPH R. CROSBY

)
)
)
)
)

CR. NO. 2:10cr186-MHT

ORDER
Pending before the court is Defendant Crosby’s Motion for a Bill of Particulars (Doc.
#455). Crosby requests an Order “directing the government to more particularly state matters
referred to in paragraphs 33 and 156 of the indictment.” Motion (Doc. #455) at 1. More
specifically, Crosby seeks “what Alabama law or regulation the government claims
prohibited Crosby’s receipt of any income in excess of his state salary for his official
assistance.” Id. at 2.
The Government Responded to the Motion, stating that the allegations in the
Indictment “make clear that, while receiving monthly payments in the amount of $3,000 from
defendant McGregor, which he did not report on required financial disclosure forms, he took
various official actions on behalf of McGregor.” Resp. (Doc. #582) at 3. The Government
fails to identify the state law referenced in the indictment that Crosby is alleged to have
violated and is the basis of the request in the present Motion. “The purpose of a true bill of
particulars is threefold: ‘to inform the defendant of the charge against him with sufficient
precision to allow him to prepare his defense, to minimize surprise at trial, and to enable him
to plead double jeopardy in the event of a later prosecution for the same offense.’” United
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States v. Cole, 755 F.2d 748, 760 (11th Cir. 1985). Knowing specifically which state law
Crosby is alleged to have violated will likely be an important part of his defense.
Accordingly, it is
ORDERED that the Motion for Bill of Particulars (Doc. #455) is GRANTED.
Done this 25th day of February, 2011.
/s/ Wallace Capel, Jr.
WALLACE CAPEL, JR.
UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE

