
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

CASE NO, 06-21265-CIV-SEIT7/MCALILEY

---------------------------------------
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF FLORIDA,
PEOPLE ACTING FOR COMMUNITY TOGETHER,
FLORIDA AFL-CIO, AMERICAN FEDERATION OF
STATE AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES, COUNCIL
79 (AFSCME), SEIU FLORIDA HEALTHCARE
UNION, as organizations and as representatives of their
members, and MARILYN WILLS,

Plaintiffs,

v.

KURT S. BROWNING, in his official capacity as
Secretary of State for the State of Florida; and
DONALD PALMER, in his official capacity as
Director of the Division of Elections within the
Department of State for the State of Florida,

Defendants.
	 x

I, Elizabeth S. Westfall, declare as follows:

L

	

I submit this declaration in support of Plaintiffs' Motion for an Award of

Attorneys' Fees and Costs and base it on personal knowledge.

2. I am a Senior Attorney with Advancement Project, a national civil rights

organization based in Washington, DC, and the Deputy Director of its Voter Protection Program.

3. I am admitted to practice law in the District of Columbia and New York,

I earned a B.A. with honors from Carleton College in 1990 and a J.D. with honors from Harvard

Law School in 1996, where I was Editor-in-Chief of the Harvard Women's Law Journal. Upon

graduating from law school, I became an associate with the litigation department of Wilmer,
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Cutler & Pickering, a law firm in Washington, D.C. At Wilmer, Cutler, I worked on a variety of

commercial and international litigation matters before federal courts.

4.

	

In 1998, I became a staff attorney with the Fair Housing Project of the

Washington Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights & Urban Affairs in Washington, D.C. While

at the Lawyers' Committee, I worked on a range of civil rights matters on behalf of plaintiffs,

including Gilliam v. HBE Corp. d/b/a Adam's Mark Hotel, C.A. No. 99-596-CIV-ORL-22C

(M.D. Fla. 1999) (public accommodations racial discrimination lawsuit); Neithamer v.

Brenneman Property Svc., Inc., 81 F. Supp. 2d 1 (D.D.C. 1999) (housing discrimination); and

Doka v. Greencastle Lakes Community Assn, CA AW-99-220 (D. Md. 1999) (same).

5.

	

In 1999, I joined Reiman & Associates, a plaintiff-side civil rights law

firm, as an associate. While at Reiman & Associates, I litigated a variety of civil rights cases,

including Trammell v. Ouisman Wheaton Plaza Chevrolet, Inc., DKC 02 CV 1491 (D. Md.

2002) (gender discrimination in employment); Buchanan v. Consolidated Stores, Inc., C.A. No.

DKC-99-CV-3736 (D. Md. 1999) (racial discrimination in public accommodation); and

Clermont v. Host Marriott Svc. Corp., Md099CV 1665 (D. Md. 1999) (racial discrimination in

public accommodations). In 2002, I served as co-lead counsel on behalf of plaintiffs in the trial

of a case styled Woodard v. Cactus Grill (D. Md. 2000) (racial discrimination in public

accommodation) in which a jury awarded plaintiffs both compensatory and punitive damages.

Fallowing the trial, plaintiffs filed a fee petition which the court awarded in full.

6. Since 2004, I have been employed by Advancement Project, where I am

currently the Deputy Director of the Voter Protection Program. Advancement Project's Voter

Protection Program focuses on removing barriers to voter registration and voting among low-

income communities and communities of color. As Deputy Director, I am responsible for the

2
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day-today supervision of six attorneys who advocate on behalf of voters in select counties in

Florida, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, and Virginia.

7.

	

While employed by Advancement Project, I have litigated, along with co-

counsel, several federal voting rights cases, including AFL-CIO v. Browning (S.D. Fla. 2004)

(formerly captioned Diaz v. Browning) (challenging a Florida statute prohibiting the processing

of corrections to timely submitted voter registration applications after the registration deadline,

in time for the applicant to become registered for the upcoming election); ACORN v. Cox (N.D.

Ga. 2006) (challenging a Georgia regulation requiring the sealing of voter registration

applications and prohibiting the copying of voter registration applications); Fla. NAACP v.

Browning, No. 4:07-civ402 (N.D. Fla. 2007) (challenging a Florida statute requiring that a voter

applicant's driver's license or social security digits match with a record in the corresponding

database prior to registration); and Ass 'n of Communities for Reform Now, et. al. v. Blanco, No.

06-661, Section B-1 (challenging election laws governing a New Orleans municipal election and

requesting out-of-state satellite polling places in cities with large concentrations of New Orleans

voters displaced by Hurricane Katrina).

8.

	

I have also conducted public records litigation in state court to seek copies

of incomplete voter registration applications, and have negotiated settlement agreements in

voting-related matters in Maryland and Missouri. I have also testified before Congress on voter

registration issues.

9.

	

I attach hereto as Exhibit A is a true and correct statement of hours and

services that I rendered in this case. I prepared the statement to the best of my personal

knowledge, based upon a review of my contemporaneous time records. It is my practice to keep

contemporaneous records of the time I spend on litigation matters. Once a case is completed, I

3

Case 1:06-cv-21265-PAS     Document 86-2      Entered on FLSD Docket 06/20/2008     Page 3 of 20



review my contemporaneous time records, check them against the time records of co-counsel,

and make adjustments as appropriate in the exercise of ordinary billing judgment.

10.

	

I believe that the hours that I am claiming are reasonable. As my time

records indicate, I played a significant role in this litigation, which resulted in an extraordinarily

favorable result for plaintiffs. Among other things, I interviewed potential plaintiffs; researched

and drafted sections of plaintiffs' opposition to defendants' motion to dismiss the complaint,

particularly regarding standing; interviewed witnesses to assist with cross examinations of

witnesses for the State at the hearing on the motion for preliminary injunction; drafted sections

of the proposed findings of fact; and attempted to negotiate with the Secretary of State the

promulgation of regulations that would reduce the burden to third-parry registration groups. In

my work on this case, I did not duplicate the work of co-counsel.

11.

	

I also provided plaintiffs with expertise on and experience with the novel

and complex legal and factual issues in this case, based in part on my thorough understanding of

the voter registration system in the State of Florida and in many Florida counties, comparable

systems in other states, and the legal protections available to eligible registrants under the United

States Constitution and other federal law.

12.

	

The hourly rate of $400.00 that I respectfully request is consistent with the

rate for attorneys of comparable qualifications and experience in the Miami area, and is the

appropriate lodestar rate given my special expertise in the area of constitutional litigation

regarding voting rights and voter registration.

13.

	

I respectfully request compensation in the amount of $64,440.00 for my

work in this case based on the 161 hours I spent litigating this case as described in Exhibit A,

multiplied by my requested hourly rate.

4
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14.

	

In addition, I seek $720.54 in expenses related to my travel to Miami to

assist with preparations for the preliminary injunction hearing, including by helping prepare

plaintiffs' cross-examinations of defendants' proposed witnesses. Records of my expenses are

attached hereto as Exhibit B.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Washington, D.C.
June 7-0 , 2008.

5
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Exhibit A
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Elizabeth Wesffall
Adjusted and Reduced Hours

League of Women Voters of Florida v. Browning

OUR SCRIP-
11/29/2005 1.3 Teleconference with Brennan Center and third party groups re: impact of Florida's statute restricting third party voter

registration activities
1/3012006 1.9 Prepare for and participate in team call re: draft complaint and preliminary injunction motion, fact investigation

1/30/2006 0.9 Legal research for complaint
2/10/2006 1.5 Prepare for and participate in team conference call re: complaint, plaintiffs
3/17/2006 1.4 Team conference call re: complaint and confer w. J. Maranzano re: same
3/24/2006 0.2 Tic Wendy Weiser re: plaintiffs
3/28/2006 0.9 Review and comment on draft complaint; Vc J. Maranzano re: same
3/29/2006 0.3 Comments on draft complaint
3/30/2006 0.5 Team conference call re: plaintiffs
4/3/2006 1.7 Team conference call re: complaint, plaintiffs; confer w. J. Maranzano re: same
417/2006 0.4 Revise and comment on draft complaint
4/7/2006 1.0 :ream call re: draft complaint

4/11/2006 0.8 Team conference call re: complaint, plaintiffs
4/18/2006 0.8 Revise draft complaint
4/19/2006 0.9 Team conference call re: complaint, plaintiffs
4/26/2006 1.2 Revise and comment on draft plaintiff declarations
4/26/2006 0.7 Team conference call re: complaint, plaintiffs, draft plaintiff declarations
4/27/2006 0.9 Revise draft declarations; confer w. J. Maranzano re: potential plaintiffs
5/1/2006 2.3 Revise and comment on draft plaintiff declarations, complaint, and memorandum in support of motion for preliminary

injunction-
5/2/2006 1.0

.
Team conference call re: complaint, plaintiffs, draft plaintiff declarations

5/3/2006 0.2 Confer w. Penda Hair, Edward Hailes, E. Rogers re: claims
5/9/2006 0.3 Review comments on memorandum in support of motion for preliminary injunction
5/9/2006 1.3 Team conference call re: memorandum in support of motion for preliminary injunction, complaint
5/10/2006 0.5 Tlc Wendy Weiser re: memorandum in support of motion for preliminary injunction
5/11/2006 1.2 Review draft complaint
5/15/2006 2.4 Revise and comment on draft preliminary injunction brief
5126/2006 1.4 Revise and comment on preliminary injunction brief
6/1/2006 0.2 Elm correspondence w. team re: preliminary injunction brief
6/7/2006 0.8 Team conference call re: preliminary injunction brief; discovery
6/7/2006

	

, 0.2 Tlc J. Maranzano re: witnesses
6/812006 0.2 Tlc witness re: submission of declaration

1
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Elizabeth Westfall
Adjusted and Reduced Hours

League of Women Voters of Florida v. Browning

^n

6/14/2006 0.8 Team call re: hearing on motion for preliminary injunction
6/22/2006 1.0 Review opposition to motion for preliminary injunction

	

-
6/23/2006 1.5 Review opposition to motion for preliminary injunction
6/23/2006 1.0 Team call re: reply to opposition to motion for preliminary injunction
6/26/2006 0.7 Team call re: reply to opposition to motion for preliminary injunction
6/26/2006 1.7 Review outline of reply to opposition to motion for preliminary injunction; confer w. J. Maranzano re: same

-

	

6/27/2006 5.2
_

Conduct legal research on third-party standing
6/28/2006 7.9 Research and draft section of opposition to motion to dismiss re: standing
6/28/2006 1.7 conduct legal research on third-party standing
6129/2006 0.4 Review draft reply to opposition to motion for preliminary injunction
6/29/2006 0.8 Team call re: preliminary injunction reply
6/29/2006 2.3 Conduct legal research re: third-parry standing
6/30/2006 3,8 Conduct legal research for and draft section of opposition to motion to dismiss re: standing
7M/2006 1.7 Review draft declarations and reply to opposition to motion for preliminary injunction and comment on same; e-mail

correspondence with team re: same.
7/5/2006 7.3 Draft and revise sections of opposition to motion to dismiss
7/6/2006 _ 1.7 Draft and revise sections of opposition to motion to dismiss
7/7/2006 1.0 Team conference call re: hearing on motion for preliminary injunction
7/8/2006 7.7 Draft and revise sections of opposition to motion to dismiss
7/9/2006 6.9 Revise sections of opposition to motion to dismiss

7/10/2006 0.7 Team conference call re: status conference
7/10/2006 1.2 Revise sections of opposition to motion to dismiss; conduct additional legal research re: same
7/11/2006 1.1 Review and comment on draft stipulations; confer w. J. Maranzano re: same
7/11/2006 0.8 Team conference call re: draft stipulations
7/12/2006 0.5 T/c Wendy Weiser re: fact investigation; T/c J. Maranzano re: preparation for preliminary injunction hearing
7/12/2006 0.9 T/c witnesses to assist in preparation for cross examination of defendant's witnesses
7/13/2006 2.6 Team conference call re: preparation for hearing on motion for preliminary injunction; T/c witnesses to prepare for

cross examination of defendant's witnesses
7/14/2006 2.1 T/c Craig Siegel, Erin Walter re: fact investigation; Conduct fact investigation in preparation for hearing on motion for

preliminary injunction
7/16/2006 1.0 T/c witnesses to prepare for cross examination of defendant's witnesses; Review documents to prepare for

preparation of witnesses
7/17/2006 2.3 T/c Ion Sancho in preparation for hearing on motion for preliminary injunction; confer w. J. Maranzano re: same;

review documents re: same

2
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Elizabeth Westfall
Adjusted and Reduced Hours

League of Women Voters of Florida v. Browning
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7/1712006 0.3 Tic witnesses to prepare for cross examination of defendant's witnesses
7/17/2006 3.2 Revise draft memorandum of interviews with witnesses
7/18/2006 3.2 Conduct telephone interviews of witnesses and rebuttal witnesses for hearing on motion for preliminary injunction

7/18/2006 2.5 Review expert declaration and email w/ team re: expert declaration
7/19/2006 1.5 Participate in team call re: preliminary injunction hearing; review declarations of defendant's witnesses
7/19/2006 1.2 Conduct telephone interviews of witnesses and rebuttal witnesses for hearing on motion for preliminary injunction

7/19/2006 1.4 Draft interview memorandum of telephone interviews with witnesses
7/19/2006 0.3 Review and comment on draft expert declaration
7/20/2006 2.2 Conduct fact investigation for preliminary injunction hearing
7/20/2006

_
2.4 Tic witnesses, review documents

	

_
7/21/2006 1.6 Prepare for preliminary injunction hearing _
7/21/2006 0.4 T/c J. Maranzano re: order issued re: standing
7/21/2006 0.4 Review reply to motion to dismiss
7/22/2006 6.9 Draft rebuttal to reply to apposition to motion to dismiss re: standing; draft bullets re: standing in response to court's

order re: standing
7/23/2006 0.3 Review motion to strike Sancho and Green; a/mail correspondence w. team re: same
7/24/2006 4.9 Travel from DC to Miami to assist with preparation for preliminary injunction hearing
7/24/2006 3.0

	

_
Assist in preparation of cross examination of defendant's witnesses

7/26/2006 3.9 Travel from Miami to DC
7/28/2006 0.9 Team call re: preparation for continuation of hearing on motion for preliminary injunction
7/28/2006 1.6 Conduct research for continuation of preliminary injunction hearing re: HSMV registration and compliance with Harris

settlement
7/30/2006 0.4 Review defendant's supplemental memorandum
7/30/2006 0.1 Email correspondence with team re: continuation of preliminary injunction hearing
7/3112006 0.8 Team call re: preliminary injunction hearing

	

_
7/31/2006 4.5 Team call re: hearing; review transcript re: standing
7/31/2006 1.6 Draft proposed findings of fact related to standing
8/1/2006 5.0 Draft proposed findings of fact related to standing
8/2/2006 0.7 Review supplementary brief; email correspondence w. team re: proposed finding of fact, supplemental brief
8/4/2006 0.1 T/c Wendy Weiser re: proposed findings of fact
8/5/2006 2.7 Draft sections on standing for proposed findings of fact
8/6/2006 0.5 Draft sections on standing proposed findings of fact

3
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Elizabeth Westfall
Adjusted and Reduced Hours

League of Women Voters of Florida v. Browning

s

8/7/2006 4.5 Draft and revise proposed findings of fact re: standing
8/28/2006 0.4 Review opinion granting preliminary injunction
TOTAL = 161.0

4

Case 1:06-cv-21265-PAS     Document 86-2      Entered on FLSD Docket 06/20/2008     Page 10 of 20



Exhibit B
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Elizabeth S. Westfall

7118/06 $263.60 Airfare for Elizabeth Westfall

7123106 Marriot Cou

	

and -Miami Downtown Hotel $302.31 7/24106 to 07126106

7/25106 Crown Taxi $9.00 Hotel to Court

7125/06 Taxi Cab Com ,an $8.00 Mandarin Hotel to Marriot

7126/06 Su • - r Yellow Cab $5.00 From Hots to 301 Miami Avenue

7128106 Su • - r Yellow Cab $30.00 Ai • • rt to Marriot Miami

7/26/06 Rea • an National . ' • • rt $45.00 ' .

7/26/06 Su • , Yellow Cab $25.00 Court to Ai • • rt

7/26106 Snack Bar $8.86 Meals

7/26/08 Marriot Cou

	

and -Miami Downtown Hotel $26.17 Meals
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„ .T
Rena - Book Flight - View Itinerary Page 1 of 2

. Note: This Is fiat your receipt, which Is needed for Identification purposes at airport check4n. You will receive
an itinerary confirmation with your receipt soon.

Reservation Details

[Record Locator

	

Status
JFKFMF

	

Purchased
Your record locator is your reservation
confirmation number and wit be needed to retrieve
or reference your reservation.

Your itinerary

Carrie Right
Ncuntosr

Departing Arriving Cabin Seats

SOO NCodeCity Date & 'Time CI#y Dots

	

Tkna.

AMERICAN
AIRLINES

1249 DCA
VVashingtorr

47/241201)8
12:49 PM MIA ' ,Man i 07/24/2006

0320 PM
Economy

22DV

I AMERICAN
AIRLINES

1034 MIAMl arrti 0X2812006
07:29 PM

DCA
Washington

47rZ8ROQ6
49:55 PM

Economy
25A

i_
Q

Fare Summary

Average Fare per Parson - 243.00 USD

^Passenger Type Used in
Pricing

Fare per Person Additional Taxes and Fees
per Person

Total Price

1 Adult 243.00 USD , 20.80 USD 213360 USD

Tom Price kl-P3•BSI 11SLaE

Summary Details

Credit Carp Information.

'REDACTED

Delivery Information

Reservation Name

Option Type:
E-Ticket

Passenger Summary

Delivery Address:

	

Delivery
EWESTFALLOADVANCEMENTPROJECT.OR( Method:

!

	

i E-MAIL

Business
ExtrAA

Business Phone: (1) 202-7289557

	

Account
Phone: (1) 202-389.0653

	

NumberEmail Adchesrx
NBROWNGADVANCEMENTPROJECT.ORG f 1D

i Maribor.
(

3

hops:I/www.aa.com/aalreservationlprintReservation.do?location =Navigation+Menu& itle=PRINT+VER... 7/1812006
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GUEST FOLIO

r selecting Courtyard by Marriott. We trust that your

with us has included warm and gracious service. and the

accommodations expected.

k forward to serving you again on future trips. For additional

rvations, call our toll-tree reservation number, ($00) 321 2211.

24Ju106 PI922 Market Packaged F0 5100
24JuI06 T%922 Restaurant Tax .45
24Ju106 .P1922 Market Packaged Fo 1.61
24Ju106 TS922 Restaurant Tax .14
24Ju106 RB922 ROOM CHARGE 119.00
24JuI06
24Ju106

RT922
CT922

Room Tax
state Tax

7.14
8.33 D

25Ju106 FD3570 RESTAURANT ROOM CS 26.17
25JUI06 RB922 ROOM CHARGE 119.00
25311106 RT922 Room Tax 7.14
25Ju106 CT922 State Tax 8.33
2630106 VI09:56AM Visa 302.31-

*********s

	

REDACTED

	

t *****

* CARD #: *
* Amount: 302.31 Auth: 196169 *
* ** Signature on File ** *
*****t*tt******************************

**

	

BALANCE **

	

.00

GUEST f1GNATUp!

COURTYARD REe[RYAT10118 (900) 321 Galt

ww

	

r oan 04784 sat IIAD
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