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CHARTER OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF THE UNITED STATES

FREAMBLE

We, the Demaocrais of the Unifed Siates of Amerca, onited in common purpose, hereby rededicate
awrselves to the principles which have historieally sustained our Party, Recogmizing thet the vitality of the
Nation's politeal institefions has been the foundation of its enduring strength, we acknowledge that 2
pobitical party which wishes to iead must listen to those & would lead, & party which asks for the peopla's
trust must prove that it rusts the peopte and @ party which hopes io call farth the bast the Mation can
achievas must embody the best of the Nefion's heritage and tracitions.

What we sesk for our Nation, we hope for 2ll people; individgual freedom it the framework of a2 st
sociely, political freedom in the frameswork of meaningfu! parficipation by alf citizens. Bound by the United
States Consfitubion, aware that 5 party must be responsive to be worthy of responsibility, we pledge
cursabves to open, honest endeavor and 1o the conduct of public affairs in 8 marner worhy of a sodiety of
free peapie.

Under God, and for these ends and upoin these orincipies, we do establish and adopt this Charter of
the Demecratic Party of the United Siales of America,

ARTICLE ONE
The Democratic Party of the Uinkad States of America

The Democratic Parly of the United States of America shall;

Saction 1. Mominate and a#esist in the elecion of Demacratic candidates for the offices of Fresident
and Vice Prasident of the United Siatoes:

Section 2. Adopt and pramote statements of poficy;

Section 3.  Assist state and local Democratic Party erganizations in the election of their candidates
and the education of their vaiers;

Section 4, Establish standards and niies of procedure to affoed 2l mernbers of the Demaonratie Party
Tuli, timefy 2nd equal opporiuniiies to participate in decisions cancarning te selecton of candidates, the
formulation of pelicy, and the conduct of other Parly affairs, witout prejudica an the basis of sex, race,
age {ff of voting age}, ¢oler, creed, nadonal origin, refigion, economic status, sexual orentation, thnic
ientify or physical disability, and frther, 1o promole fair campaign practices and the fair adjudication of
dispuies. Accorcingly, the scheduling of Democratic Party affairs af all levels shall consider the presence
of Eny refigious minoriies of significant numbers of conceniration whese level of participation would ba
aTected;

Sectior 3. Raise and disburse monies needad for the successful cpersticn of the Democratic Farky;

Section 6. Work with Demooratic public offictals at all levels o gehisve the abjsctives of he
Dremocratic Party; and

Sedtion 7. Encourage and suppord codes of political sthics that embody subsiantive rales of ethicsl
guidanca for pubiic cificlais and emdlovees in faderal, state zned incal governmenis, 10 assure (hat public
officials shali at &l tmes conduct themselves in a mannrer that reffects creditably apen the office they
sarva, ahah not pse thed office o gain specisl privileges and berafits and shalf refrain from scting i thelr
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e CHARTER PSR

official capacities when thair tndependence' of judgament woultf be adversely affected by personal interest
ar dufies.

ARTICLE TWO
Kationat Conventim

Section 1. The Democratic Party shall assemble In Natiorat Convertion in each year in which ax
gtection for effice of President of the Unifed Siales is held.

Section 2. The Natianat Cotvantion shall e the highes: authonty of the Demooratic Party, subject to
the provisions of this Charter. The Malional Corvention shall recognize the state and other Pariies entitied
o participate in the conduct of the nafiona! affairs of the Bemocratic Party, including #is conventions,
corferences and committess. Siate Party rules or state laws relating to the elestion of delegates 1o the
Maiionz! Convention shall be observed unless in coaflict with this Charter and gther provisions adopted
pursuant ko sutharity of the Charter, ingluding the resclutions or other actions of tha National Convention,
in the avent of such conflict with stale iaws, state Partias shall be reouired to take provable posiive sieps
i bring such laws into conformity and to carry out such other measures a5 may ba regquired by the
Mational Comvenlion or the Democratic Natiorasl Commilies.

Section 3. The Mational Convention shafl nominate a candidaie for the office of Presiden? of the
ifnitad States, nominate a candidate for the office of Vice Fresident of the Lnited States, adopt 2 plaform
and act upon sueh oiher malters as if deems appropriate.

Eoction 4. The Naticnal Convention shall be composed of defegates equaiby Jdivided befwesan men
and women, The deledates shall be chosen through brocessas which:

o {|) gssure gif Demopcratio votars fol], timely and equal opportunity to participate and include
affirmative action programs towand thet end, _

bY assure that delegations fairly reflect the division of preferances expresssd by those who
participate in the Presidential nominating process,

el exchuide the use of the unit rele at any leved,

(d} do not deny participation for failure to pay 2 cost, fee or poil tax,

(e} aliow participation in good iaith by all vetars who are Demacrats 2nd, to the extent
determined by a Siate Party b2 be in the interests of ihe Democratic Party in that State, by voters who are
ngt eggistered o affliated with any parky; and

ffy except with respect (o persens referred to in Section 5(b) of this Arfiele, begin within the
calendar year of the Convention provided, however, that fairly apportioned and openfy selectad state Parly
Committees, eiocted no earlier than the date of the previous presidential eleclion, shall not e preciuded
irom selecting sUch porion of thair respechive stale detegalions, scoording 1o the stendards provided in
this Charter and the Byfaws and the Delegate Selection Rules, as may ke specificatly authorized Dy the
Democratic Neticnal Committee inthe Sall o the Convention,

fgh prohigit unpledgea and urncommitied delegates, except delomaies or shiemaies
exprassing an uncommited preference shall be permitted to be slected at the district level, in which event,
it such preserence meeis the applicable threshold and gusiifies for at-large or simitar delagates or
2lternates, such ai-large or similar defegates or alternates shall ba allocated to that uncommitted
preferance as i # were a presidential candigdats.

9] nofwithstanding any provision 0 the conirary in this Sechon:

it provide for i of the menthers of the Democraiic Hetona! Commites {o serve as
unpfecped deiopates,

fif) provide for each state, terrijory or commonwesfh io select a number of unpledged
delegetes equa) o one {1) such delegete Tor avery four {4) voles on the Democratic Mational Commities
Tromm that slate, ferritony o commemwealth, pursuert o Ardicle Three, Seation 2(=) end 2(P) of the Charter,
and
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(iF} permit unpledged delegates consisting of:

11 *he President and Vice Prasidaent of the United States, § Democrats,

2] the Dermocratic members of the United States Senate and the Cemoeratic
mambers of the Hause of Reoresentatives,

2} the Democratic Governors,

4 former Democredic Presidents and Vice Presidents of the Linied States,

8y former Democratlc Majority and Minority Leaders of ihe United States Sensts,

&) former Democratic Speakers and Minority Leaders of the United States House of

Representatives,

71 farmer Chairs of fhe Demoeratic Mational Committes,

g sawpch delepgates shal not be permitded to have siternales and such delecates shail
constitute an exceplion tn Subsection (b} of Hhis Section 4.

Section §.  The delegate vole allocahle 'o each state shall be detarmined as provided in the Bylaws,

consistent with the formeda:

{a} giving equal weight to popdiatien, which may be measured by slectoral vote, and to the
Demacratic voie in elections for ofice of the President; and

{1 which shall atsa provide additional delegate positions lo members of the Democratic
Matonal Committes:; and

o) which may also provide additienal delegate posifions o Bemacratic shectad public officials
specificaily designated by the Democratic National Committes ir: the Call to the Convention, sublect to the
provisions of Section 4.

ARTICLE THREE
Democratic National Committee

Saction 1.  The Demecratic Mational Commitiss shall have general responsibility for the affais of e
Dempcratic Party between Nationzal Conventions, subiact to the provisions of this Charter and 1o the
resolutions o other actions of the Nationat Convention. This responsibility shal nelude:

(a2} igsuing the Call to the National Comvartion;

iy conducting the Party's Presidential campaign;

(e filling vacancies in the nominations for the office of President and Vice President;

(dh formutating and disseminating statements of Pariy palicy;

(=} providing for the election or appoiniment of 3 Chabperson, five Vice Chairpersons, three
of wihom shall be of the appostte sex of the Chairperson, one of whom shall be the President of ihe
Aasociation of Stake Damocratic Chairs and one of whorm shall be the Viee Chairperson for Vioter
Registration and Participation, a Treasurer, @ Secretary, 2 Mational Finance Chalr and other approarizte
officers of the Malionsl Committes and for the filling of vagancies; and

{f; gil pther actions necessary or appropriats in order fo carmy oui the prcrvlsmns of this
Charter and fhe chjectives of the Democratic Party.

Section 2. The Democratic Mations] Carnmittes shall pe compaged oF

{a) the Chairperson and the highest ranking officer of the cppesite sex of each recognized
stete Democrafic Party amd of the Democratic Parties of Guam, the ¥irgin iskands and American Samos;

(b} twve hundred additiona: members apparfionad to the states on the basis set farh in Articke
Two, Seciion 5{2) of the Chara:, congistent with the full perticipation geets of Sections 3 and 4 of Ardoie
Eight of the Charter; provided that each state shalt have at least twe such addifonsl members;

{ch two additfonal mambers, consisting of ons national committeeman and one national
corrmitteswaman, fremm each of Guam, the Virgin [slamds and American Samos:

[} the Craimperson of e Democratic Governors' Assodiation and two additfenal governars,
of whom, at lsast one shef be of the opposite sex of the Chairperson, as selected by the Aszociation;
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=) the Demaocratic Leader in the United States Senate and e Democratic Leader in the
Linited States House of Representatives and ang additlonal member of each bady, who shall be of the
opeosite sex of, and appointed by, the respeciive leaders,

i} the Shairperson, the five Vice Chairpersons, the National Finence Chalr, the Traasurer,
and ihe Secretary of the DNC;

o) the Chairperson of the Matianal Confererce of Pemooratic Mayors and two edditienat
m&yors, at beast one of whom shall be of the opposite sex of the Chairpersen, as selected by ihe
Conference; )

{h: the President of the Young Demoorats of Amerlea &g wo additlena! members, at lesst
one of whom shall be of the opposie sex as the Prasident. as selected by the organization biznmiaily in
covention assembted;

{1 the Chairperseon of ihe Demoeratic County Officiats and swo addidional county officials, at
least one of whom shall be of the opposite sex as tne Chairperson, 28 selected by the organizaton,
), the Chairperson of the Democrafic Legislative Campaign Commities and two addbionsl

state begizlators, at least one of whom shall be of the opposite sex as the Chairpersorn, a5 seiactad by the
Corumittes;

ik} the Chalrpersan ¢f the MNational Democraiic Municipa! Oificials Corference and two
addtional municipal officials, af least one of whom shall be of the coposkie sex as the Chefpersen, as
selectad by the Conference;

i3] the: President of the Natonal Federation of Cemocralic Women and dwo addiional
mambers selectad by the Federation;

{rn) the President of the College Democrats of America and the Vice President, who shal be
of the opposite sex, az elected by the crganization annually;

{n the Chairperson of the Nationsf Association of Bemocratic State Treasurers and the Vice
Chair who shali be of the ppposite sex, as sefected by the Assosiation;

{o} the Chaimperson of the Nationat Assoaciation of Demoperatic Lieltenant Governors and the
Wice Chair who shall be of the opposite sex, as seiected by the Association;

{m the Chairperson of the Demacratic Assooiation of Seerataries of State and the Vice Chair
whe shall be of the opposhie sex, a5 selected by the Association, '

ol tree Chairperson of the Democratic Attorneys Generat Assosksiion erd ons addiionsl
attorney generaf who shall be of the oppesite sex of the Chairperson, as selactad by the Associzion,

i the Chairperson of the National Democratic Ethinie Coordinaling Commitiee, whe is roj
atbrenvise 2 member of the Democratic Nattonal Cammittes and ore addifionat reemtber, wha shall be oi
ihe opposite sex, as setected by the Coordinating Commities;

{5y the Chairperson o the MNatonal Demecratic Seniors Coordinating Counstl, who is el
othemnwise 4 member of the Democratic Mationzl Committas 2nd ane additional meamber, who shall be of
the opposhie sex, as selected by the Cﬂ-nrdmatlng Counct;

{£h additional members as provided in Article Nine of this Charier. No mare than seventy-five
addtéonal members of the Demacratic National Commitise may be addsd by the foregoing members.

Sectinn 3. Members of the Democratic Mational Committee apportioned o the states and thoss
providged for in Article Eleven who are not otherwise members by virtue of Pary office. shalt ne selectad by
each skafe Democratic Pary It actordance with stendardz as to participation establishad i tha Bylaws of
fhe Demogratic FParly for terms cormmencing on the dav the National Convendon adioums and terminating
o the day the next Canvention adiourns. Such mambers shall be selected during the calendar yesr in
which 2 Mational Corvenfion is held, through processes which assure full, timely and equal opperiunity o
porbcipate. Vacancies shafl be Med by the siste parky as provided in the Byfaws, The members of the
Nationzl Committes from sach sinte shall be divided as egually as practicabie between committeaman
and commidfteswomen. Rembers of the Demecratic Metional Sommittes who sorve by vinue of holding
public or Fany oftfice shall serve on the Commiiees orty durnyg thefr t2rms in such office, Members of the
Bemocratic Retional Committee 2ddesd by the nffer members shall serve a term that rans coterminous!y
with e Chairperson of the Demaocratic Nafional Committee, through the etection of fhe new Chairpersorn.
ang unit thelr successors ars chosen; members in this catecory shial bave the right o vote o7 the new
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{Chairperson. Members of the Demecratic Nationa! Commiftes who setve by virtue of holding state Party
office shall be selected by such parfies in ascordance with standards as to partisipation established in
Biaws,

Secticn 4. The Bylaws may provide for removal of members of the Democratic Mational Committea
for cause by a two-thirds vote of the Matfonat Committes and may also require continued residsnce In the
jurisdiction represantad by the member ard affirmative suppod for the Democratic Pregidentiat and Vice
Fresidential nominees as a conditfon of contnued membership thersen. The Bylaws may further provide
for @ minimum tevel of attendanse at Mationat Committee meetings for Bemorratic Maticnal Sommitiee
mermbers, The Bylsas may estabiizh ket any member of the Demccratic Nadoral Commitiee who misses
thrae consecudive meetings of the Demacratic Nationat Committes has fziled o mest the mirirmom bevel
of atendance and is deemed to have resigned from the Demagratic Naiional Commiites.

Sechon & The Democratic Nationai Committer shall mest at least once each year. Meelngs shall
b oobied By the Charperson, by the Executive Commiltes of the Demceratic Mationa! Commiteea, or by
written reguest of no fewer than one-fourth of the members of the Democratic National Committes.

ARTICLE FOUR
Executive Comnritbes

Sertion 1. Thers shail be an Executtve Committes of the Dernocratic Mational Committes, which
shal) be responsicle for the conduct of the affairs of the Democratic Party subject to this Charter, the
Mational Convention and the Democrstic Mationesl Committes,

Section 2. The Executive Commitize shall be elected by and serve at the pleasure of the members
of the Demecratic Mational Committea. The size, composition and term of office shall be determined by
ihe Pemocratic Netional Commitiee, previded that, the number of members sected by the regional
caucuses of mambears of the Demecratic National Commities shall be no fewss than wenty-Four less than
tha number selected by other means.

Sgction 3. The Executive Committee shalf meest at |east four imes each year. Mestings shall be
caled by tha Chairpersen or by writien request of ne fewer than one-fourth of its membars, The Execltive
Commites shalf keep a record of s procesdings which shall e available to the puldic.

ARTICLE FIVE
Hational Chairmerson

Section . The Nationgl Chaimerson of the Democratic Pary shall carry ool the programs and
policies of the Nationai Convention and the Cemocratic Netional Conwnities,

Seotion 2. The Nationzt Chairparsan, the five Vice Chairpersons, the Netionsl Finance Chair, Hie
Treasurar, and the Secretary, shall be slected:
{a) & & meedng of the Demaocratic Nationai Committee held afer {he succeeding presideniia!
election and prics 1o March 1 oext, and,
g whemnasvear & vasenoy coclrg, The MNationg] Chairperson shak be efested and may ba
rernoved v 2 majoriy vole of the Demorratic Matianal Cemmittes, aad each term shall expire yoon the
elegion for the foflowing derm.

Sectior 3.  The Mationel Chairperson shall praside over mesfings of the Demagratic Mations!
Caminiftes and of the Execubve Corninitige, [0 the event of & vacancy in the office of the Mational
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Chairperson, the designated Vice Thair as provided for in Atticle Two, Section 124} of the Byvlaws, ar the
next highest ranking officer of $he National Committee present at the mesting shall preside.

Section 4. The Mationat Chairperson shalt serve full fime and shall receive such compensation as
may e determined by agreement belwean the Chairpersen and the Demosrstic Nationa! Commites. In
the conduet and managemert of the affairs and protedures of the Demaecratic National Commities,
particulary as they appiy to the preparation and conduct of the Presidential nomination process, the
Chairpersen shall exsrcise mpartiality and svenhandedness as between the Presidential candidates anc
camasigna. The Chairperson shail he responsive for ensuring thal the national officers and staff of the
Demoaratic Mationa! Sommittee maintain impartizlity and svenhandedness duving the Demecratic Party
Prasidential nominaing process.

ARTICLE 5IX
Pariy Conference

The Democratic Parly may bold 2 Natioral Party Conference between Mational Conventions. The
naiure, agenda. composition time and place of the Party Conference shall be detsrmined by the
Cramaocratic Nalional Committes.

ARTICLE SEVEN
National Finance Oraanizations

Section 1. The Dernacratic National Committes shail esiablish National Finance Crganizations which
shall have genaral responaiiity for the finances of the Democratls Party, These Natinnal Finanoe
Organizations shall ratse furids o support the Demosratc Party and shall advise and assist state
Dermocraiic Parties and candidates in ascuring funds for their purposes.

Section 2. The National Finance Chair shall be slected or approved by the Demaocratic National
Committes.

ARTICLE EMGHT
Fuli Participation

Secfion 1. The Democratic Party of the Unfied Siates shall be open to ali who desire t9 support the
Parry 2nd who wish {0 ba knoan a5 Democrats.

Section 2. Discrimiration in the conduct of Democratic Parly efalrs on the basis of zex, race, age (f
of veting age), coler, creed, national orign, religion, economic status, sexual crientation, ethnic kKlemity or
physical disability s prokibited, lo the end that the Demecratic Party at &l levels be an open party.

Sectinn 3. Ta encourage fui parficipation by aff Democrais, with particuiar concearn for minosly
sroups, Siacks, Mative Armericans, Asisn/Pacifics, Higpanics, wamen and youih in the delegate selsction
process and in al! Party affairs, o3 defined in the Bylaws, the National and State Dremooratic Partes shall
adopt and implament an affirmative action program which provides for representation a3 neary as
prascticabie of the aforementioned groups, as indicaled by their presence i the Destocralic eleciorate,
This program shal! include =pecific goals and timetabias to achieve this purposs.

Soetinn 4. This goal shall not be soccomplished eithey dirsctiy or indirestiy by the nationai or siate
Democratic Parties’ impasition of mendatory quotas 2t any levei of the delegate selection procgss of in
any ather Party sfairs, 25 definad in the Byigws; however, reprasentation as rearly as prackoable of
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mnority grolss, Blacks, Native Americans, AslanPaciics, Hispanics, women and youth, a3 indicated by
thair presence in the Democratic electarate, as provided in this Aricls, shail ool be deemed a quoia,

Section B, Perfarmance under an approved affimative action program 2nd compasition of tha
Convention delegation shail be considersd relevant evidence in the challengs of any stale detogation. i s
state Party has adopted and implemented an approved and monitored affirmative action program, the
Farty shal! not be subject to challenge based solsly on delegete composition or soiely on primary reselts.

Section &, Mohwithstanding Section 5 ahove, ecuial division at any level of delegate or commitiee
nositions betwaen deiegate men and detegate women or commiisemen and commitieewomen shall ot
constitute a viclatian of any orovision thersof,

ARTICLE NINE
Ceneral Provisions

Section 1. Bemocratic Party measns the Democratic Party of ihe United States of America.

Section 2. The Bytaws shall provide for states in which the Demogcratle nomines for President or
atectors commitied to the nominee did not appear on the ballot in elections used for apportionment
formutae. .

Sectond. For the purposaes of this Charter, the District of Columbia shalt be trested as 2 stz
contzining the approptiate number of Congressional Districts.

Sactizn 4. For the purposes of this Charter, Pusrte Rico shall ba treated as a state containing the
appropriate number of Cangressional Districis.

Sertion 5. Recognized Democratic Perly orpanizations in areas not entitled to vals in Prastdendal
slections may slect such voting delegaies to National Corwentions as the Democratic Mationa! Committee
provides in the Calt to the Convenlon:

Secton . [emocrats Abroad shall bave four votes on the Democratic Nafionat Committes, which
votes shall be shared by the Chairperson, the highest ranking officer of the opposite sex, three National
Commitieernen and ihres National Commiiteswemen sxcept as may oiherwiss he provided by the
Bytews.

Section ¥.  The Bylaws shall provide for reqgional ocrganizations of the Party.

Seotions £, To assure that the Demooraiic nomines for the oflice of President of the Uniled States 1s
selected by a fair and equitable process, the Demeeratic Nationat Commitiee may adopt such staternams
of policy &3 it deams appropriate with respect to the timing of Presidential namiaating processes and shaill
wirk with siate Parfies to agcomplizh the objectives of such statemernits.

Section @ The Damocratn Nationzl Committes chall maintain and publish 8 code of fair campaign
pragtices, which shall be recommended {or cbservance by aif candidates sampaigning 25 Democrais.

Beciion 10, The Demooratic Party shall not reguire a cefega*e to & Parly conseniion or cadeus 1o oasf
a vote contrary to his or ber expressed preferance.

Section 11, Vobng by praxy shell not be permitted af the Mational ConvenbBon, Yothg by prowy shalt
oiheratze be permitted in Demosratic Party affais only as provided in the Syleve of the Demooratic Party,
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Sentian 12, All mestings of ke Dermocratie Mational Commities, the Executive Commitiee, and 2ll
otter Gificial Party commiitess, commisaions and bodies shak be vpan o the public, and voles shall not
me taken by secret ballof,

Section 13, The Democratic Nafinnel Committes shali prepane and make available b the pubtic an
annual report concerming the financia! affairs of the Cemocratic Pary.

Sardion 14. In the absencea of other pravisions, Robert's Rules of Order (a3 most recently revised)
shatt govern the condust of all Bemacratic Parly meetings,

 Berlion 15, The iext of the Uharter and the Bylaws, o porions thereof, shall be made avallable in
other languages a5 needed upon reasanabie reguast

Section 18, The membership of the Demacratic Nations! Committee, the Execulive Commates,
Dermooralic state central committess, and sl national official Pary Conventons, commiftess,
commizsions, and ke bodies shall be squalty dividad between men and women. State Parties shall take
nrovable positive steps to achieve legislative changes to bring the law inte complisnce with this provision
whersver this provision canflicts with state statutes.

Section 17. Democraic Party Crado.

We Demacrats ave the oidest political party in America and the youngest in spirit. ¥e witt remain so,
hecause we enjoy the chailenge of government. Time and again, for almest wo cemlries, the
Damocratic Party has made government work —~ to build and defend a natlon, o encousage commaerce, 1o
educate our chidren, 1o promote enuat opporunity, 1o advance science and industry, o suppeord the arls
and humanities, to restore the land, o develop and comserve cur iuman and naturst resourses, to
oresarve and anhance our bullt envirenmment, & relisve poverty, to explore space. We bave reached
difficult and vital goals,

We recognize that the capacity of govesnment is imited dut we regard democratic government 25 @
force for good e a source of hope.

At the haart of our parfy Hes a fundamendal conviction, that Ameticans must not anly be free, but they
miust five in a fair society. ' .

We baliove it is tha respensibility of government to halp us achieve this fair sociaty.

®  asociety where the elderdy and the disabisd can iead lives of dignily and where Social Sequwrity
remains an unshakable cormrmitmant;

*  asociety where all people can find jobs in a growing full-employment economy;

& 3 gocizly whers all workers are guaranteed without question the legal righi fo join unions of their
own choosiag and o bargsin collectively for decent wapges ard condiiions of employment;

& 3 soCiely where taxes are clearly based an ahilily to pay;

* asctiety whers the equal dghts of women are guaranteed in the Constitatiom

& 3 society where the civil Hghts of mineritias are fully secured and where no one s denied the
opporiunity for a betiar life;

* 3 society where both public and privaie dissiminstion based upon race, sex, age, eolor, cread,
sational origin, religion, ethinic identity, sexual alentation, econemic stalus, philoseprical persuasion of
physicat disability are condemned and where our government moves aggressively o end such
digerimination throwgh lawfsl means;

® 3 saciety whore we recofpize thal the strengthiening of the family and the protgetion of cnidren
are agzantial iy the haskh of the natian;

» 3 sackehy where 8 sound education, proper nuttlion, quaiily medicsd care, affordable housing, safe
strests and a healthy ervironmerst are possible for evary shiizen;
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* o soclety where the livelihoods of our family farmers ars as stabls as the values they instill in the
Armericen characher,

& 2 aoclely where a strong national defense is a commen effort, where prometing human fighls = &
ba=ic value of our foreign policy, and where we ensure that futurs by ending the ruclear anms race.

This is Gur PUIRDSE and our DTomise,

ARTICLE TEN
Amendments, Bytaws and Rufes

Section 1. Thig Charier may be ameanded by a vote of & majority of ai of the delegates o the
MNationat Convention, provided that no such amendment shall be effective unkess and until it is
subsequently ratified by a vote of the majority of the entire membership of the Democratic Mational
Committes. This Charler may also be amended by 2 wole of buo-tirds of the entire membership of the
Democratic Mational Committes. Al least thirfy deys wrilen notice shall be given of any Nationsf
Carmnitles meeling &t which action will he tzken pursuant to this Sectien, and apy proposed amendment
shail be given fo all members of the National Commities and shall be released to the national news media,
Tris Charter may also be amended by & vole of two-thirds of the entire membership of any Demacralic
Party Conference cailed under the gulhority of this Charter For such purpose.

Section 2. Bylaws of the Democratic Party shail be adopted to provida for the governencs of the
affairs of the Democratic Pary in matters not orovided for in this Chanter. Bylaws may be adopied o
amarded by & majority vote of:

{a) the Mafional Convention; or
{b) the Democratic Mational Committee provided that thiry days written notice of any
proposed Bylaw or amendment has been given to all members of the Nafional Commiites.

Linfess adontad i the form of an amendment to this Chariar or otherwise designated, any resolution
adoptet by the National Converdion rajating to the governance of the Parly shall be considered a Bylaw.

Sechon 3. Each official body of the Demecratic Party created under the autherity of this Charter shall
adopt and condoct e sffales i accordence with written sules, adich rites shafl be censistent with this
Charter, the Bylaws and other provizsions adopted pursuant {o authority of the Charer, inchudirg
resolidions or other actions of the Mational Convention. The Democratic Mational Committes shall
mainiain copies of aif such rutes and shali make them avalable vpon request.

SocHond. Each recognized state Democratic Party shall adopt and conduct it affairs in aceordance
with writter rules, Copies of such rules and of ary changes or amendments thereto shall be filed with the
Cemocratic Nationzsl Commitize within thiny deye folfcainng sdopbion.

RESQLUTION OF ADOPTION

Section 1. The Democratic Party of the United Siates of America, assemblad in & Conferaness on
Bemeeratic Party Organization and Policy pursdarst to ressution adopied by the 1972 Democralic Mationat
Corweriion and the Call {o the Conferance hersby adopts for the goverrance of the Party the Charter
attached hereto.
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BYLAWS o

BYLAWS
Adfopted Purswant to the Charter of the Democralic Fany of the Uniled States

ARTICLE ONE
Demooratic National Convention

Sectisn 1. The Netional Convention is the highest authority of the Demeeratic Party, subject to the
pravlsions of the Charter.

Section 2. The National Convention shall adopt permanent rules governing the conduct of its
business at the beginning of each Convention, and untll the adopion of such petmanent rules, the
Convention and the activities attendant thereto shall be governad by temparary ruies set forth in the Cail 1o
the National Comversion.

Section 3. Delegates to the Mational Conversdion shall be alloeated in the Call 1o the Convention
eonsistent with the Charter.

ARTICLE TWO
Democratic Nationgl Commitiee

Section 1. Duffes and Powers, The Demncratic Mational Comnmites shall have gereral responsibility
for the affairs of the Democratic Padty betwean Mational Conventions, subject ko the provisions ¢f the
Charter and to the resolufions ar atrer official actions of the Matinnal Comventian, This responsibiiity shall
include, bui not be Fmited fo

{a) Issuing the Call t the National Sonvention;

{b) Copducting the Party's Presidentiai Campaign;

=) Filling vacansizs in the nominatons for the office of the President and Vica President;

i Assisting stzte and local Demecratic Pady organizations in the slection of thelr candidates
and the education of their vetars;

&) Formlating and disserinaling statements of Party poficy, promoting programs for the
systematic stedy of public policy issues, through participation of members of the Democeatic National
Committes and trough specific projects adminisiersd under the authorily of the Chairperson of the
Democratic Mational Committes;

{f) Providing for the slection or appointment of a Chafrpersen, five Vice Chawrpersans, three
aof whom shall be of the apposite sex of the Chairperson, one of whom shafl be the Prasident of the
Association of State Demooratic Ghairs and one of whom shall be Vice Chaitperson for Vioter Registration
and Participation, 2 Treasursr, 2 National Finanee Chair, 2 Sacretary and other appropriate officers of the
Mational Committee 25 shall be determined by the Committee, and for the filling of vacancies;

fe3t Establishing and maintaining Nationat Headquarters of the Party:

{ny Promoting and encouraging Pary sctivilies at gvery lewsl, including bui not fimited to the
Toflowing:

{ promeding and-encouraging impiementation of all Pary mandates;

{if) the fulfiliment by the Party of its pleform pledoe and cdher cammitments;

{itE) smsblishment and sunpors of an adeduate system of political research.

fivy the praparation, distibuiton and comrunication of Party informeation to its
members and the general pubdic;

fu} the develpoment 2ad matenances of & program of public relations for the Party;
and

furi} devatoprment of 2 program 7or the codrdination of Party commibtioss,
ornamzations, groues, pubiic officialz and mambers,
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§iy Drevising and sxecuting ways and mesns of financing activities of the Party;

{J Taking such other action as may be necessary and proper o carry ut the provisicns of
the Charter, these Bylaws, ihe resolutions and other oificial actigns io achiave the objactives of the Party
and the Sonvention: and

{k] Soproval of the budget of the Demaocratic Mational Commiltes.

Section 2. Membgrship. The Democratic National Commiliee shatl be composed of:
{a) The Shaimerson and the Righiest ranking officer of the opposite sex of sach recognized
State Democratic Party as defined by Article Mine of the Charter and of the Demacratic Parties of Guam,
the Virgin fslands and American Sameg;
b Two hundred additional meambers appattiohed to the states on the basis set forth in
Article Two, Sectich 5{2) of twe Charter, provided that each state shalt have at least twe additional
members;

ic] Two addittonal members, consisiing of ohe nationat committeemnan and ons natlensl
committeewoman, from ez2ch of Suam, the Virgin Islands and American Samoa;
(ol The Chairperson of the Democratic Governors” Asseciation and two addiional governors,

of whom =t least one shalt be of the coposite sex of the Chairperson, as selecled by the Association;

fe) The Democratic Leader in the United States Senate and the Democratic Leader in the
United States House of Representatives and one sdditions! member of each body, who shalf ba of the
opposite sex of, and apoointed by the respective leaders;

{f} The Chairperson, five Vice Chairpersons, the National Finance Chalr, the Treasurer and
th= Secretary of the Democratic National Commities,;

g The Chairperson of the National Conferance of Demoeratic Mayors and two addifiorat
mayors, at Jeast one of whom shalt be of the opposite sex of the Chairperson, a3 seleciad by the
Cohference;

{h The President of the Young Damocrats of Amerdca and two addiional members, &t [east
one of whom shall be of the opoosie sex of the President, as selected by the organization hienmaty in
corvention assemidled;

£ The President of the Nationad Federation of Democratic Women and twe additional
members sstected by the Federation; )
] The Chairperson of the Damocratic County Officials and two additional members, af least

ane of whom shall be of the opposife sex of the Chairperson, gs seiecied by the erganization;

{%) The Chairperson of the Demacratic Legistathie Campaign Committee and wo additienal
siate legisiators, 2t leest one of whom shall be of the oppasite sex of the Chairperson, as selected by the
Committes,

{1 The Chairperson of the Nationzl Demasratic Municipal Officials Conference and two
additional municipal officiats, of whom, fo the extent possibis, at lesst one shall be of the epposile sax of
tre Chairperson, as selected by the Canference,

(m} Addtions! members as provided in Asticie Mine of the Charter;

(n} The Presidant of the College Democrats of America and the Vice Prasident, whe shall ke
of the opposite sex, a5 glected Dy the organization anmially,

(o} The Chairperson of the Natiomsl Association of Democratic State Treesurers and the Vice
Chair who shall be of the opposite s2x, as selacted by the Association;

(3 The Chairperson of the Nationai Association of Demeeralic Lisslensnt Governors and the
Vica Chair who shall be of the coposits sex, 2 selectzd by the Association;

(g} The Chairpersen of the Bemaocrstic Association of Secretarias of State and the Wice Chair
whe shall be of the onooslte sex, as selected by the Association;

{r} The Chairperson of the Democratic Attomaye General Assactation and one additiona
atiornay gereral who shalf bs of the oppasite sax of the Chafrperson, &5 selecied by the Association;

{5} the: Chairperson of the National Democraic Ethnic Soordinating Commsies. whe s nat
otheraise a member of the Democrstic Natonat Committes amng nne additional membar, who shall be of
the opDosks sex, a5 seiectad by the Coordinating Commites)
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44} the Chaimperson of the Nationst Demeocratic Seniors Ceordinafing Counctl, wha is not
atherwlze a member of the Democratic Natinnai Committee and one sdditionat member, who shall be of
the oppostie sex. 2% selecied by the Coordinating Council;

T3] Mo more than savenhy-five additional membars of the Demecratic National Commtites
meaw b added ty e foregoing members,

Bection 3. Soloction of Members,

(=) Members of the Democrafic Mational Committee apportioned to the States pursuant to
the provisions of Seetions 2{b) and 2{s) of this Article and thase apportionsd pursuant to the pravisions of
prticle Nine of the Charter wha are not stherwlss members by virtee of Pary office shall be selecled by
each state or terrtoriat Cemocratic Party in accordance with standards as to parficipation established
under Section 11 of this Article through processes which assura full, timely and equal cpporilnity 1o
participste. The method of selection for such metnbers shalt be described in detall in sach state or
territony's Party rules and shall ba by ana of the foliowing methods or any combination thereof:

(iy by a meeating of the Nationai Convention defegation from the state or tetvitory
autharized 1o elect National Sommitiee mermbers, &t an open meeting cafled within the calendar year of
the Corvention afer effactive public notles of the agends;

(i by state or tersdioriai Primary within the calerdar year of the National Convention;

(iif} by state or tersitorial Party commitiess in ah open meseting within the caiendar
year of the National Convention calted after effective public notice of the agenda;

(™) by a state or territoriat convention authorized to seiect national committes
trambers in an open meeting within: the calendar year of the Mationai Coavention calied after effective
public notice of the aganda; ard

(v} by such other method as may be adopted by a slale of teritorial Party and
approved by the Democratic Mational Committes.

() Seigcton by amy of the ebove methods shall be held to meet the requiremants of Jull,
timely and equal epporunity ta participate if the selecling body has been established according o faw and
the Charter and the rules of such body have been approved by the Bermocratic National Gommitias.

{o} Mambers of the Democratic National Carunittes who serve by virtue of holding Parly
office shalt be selected by each Stale Party in aoeordance with standards ag to participation appearing in
Section 11 of this Articls,

=3 When the number of rmembers apportionsd o & state or tarritory pursuant to Section 2{b)
af this Article ar Article Mine of the Charter is even, there shal be equal division af members betwaen men
ard warnen, In such cases whers the pumbar i odd, the variance betwean men and women may not be
gresier then ohe.

&) . Members of the Democraiic Nationg! Cammittes appertioned pursuarri fo the provisions
of Section 2(i) of this Articre shall be clected by the membership provided that nodies of 2ny such
normination must be maited (o the membership no fess than seven {¥) days prior o the slection,

Section 4. Cardffication and Efigibiily of Members.
{a) bembers of the Democratic Mations Commities provided for in Section 2 of this Arfcle
shall be cerified o the MNatonal Coamiumittee as follows:
{&) thise authorized under subsections [a), (b and o) of Section 2 shall be certifiad
ty the praper Party authority of the stale or {erriory,
{i thowe authorizsd under subsactizn (2) o7 Section 2 shaill e ca-rfrf ed hy the
Chairperson of the Democretic Governors' Assotiaton,
{iii} Hose awthorized under subsaction (&) of Section 2 shall he carified by the
Dernocratic Leader in the United Stales Senate for the membdears from that body ang by the Demooratic
Leader in the Uriled States House of Represantatives for the membars from thal Dody;
{in those suihorized under subsection [g) of Sextion 2 shel be cedified by the
Chairoarson of the Conference of Democratiz Mayors;
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iw) those autherized under subsection (h) of Secton 2 shall be coriied by the
residant of the Young Demccrats of America,
{vil thoze authorized under subsection (i) of Section 3 shall be certified by the
Prasident of the Mations® Fedaration of Demeotratic Women;
(wilh those authorized under subsection (i) of Secticr: 2 shall be certibad &y the
Chatrperson of the Democratc County Offisizls Conference;
fvili}  those authorzed under stbseciion (k) of Section 2 shail be eertiited by the
Chafrperson of the Democratic Legislative Campalgn Committes,
{ie} those authorized under subsection {1) of Seciion 2 shall be cerlified by the
Chatrperson of the National Democratic Municipal Crficials Conferente;
fx) hoze suthorized Urder subsection {n] of Saction 2 shzll be certified by the
President of the College Demoecrats of Ameris;
£xi) those authorized under subsection {o) of Section 2 shall be cerified by the
Chairperson of the Nationat Asseociatton of Demaocratic State Treasurars;
(=i} those autherized under subsection {p) of Sachion 2 shall be certified by the
Chairperson of the Nafional Association of Demeoeratic Liestenant Governors;
(xiify  thosze suthorized under subseciicn {g) of Seciion 2 shall be certified by the
Chairperson of the Democratic Associaion of Secretaries of State;
fxivy  those esthorized under subsection i) of Section 2 shall be certified by the
Chairperson of the Democratic Attormeys General Association;
() those suthorized under subseciion {2} of Section 2 shall be cerifled by the
Chairperson of the Natonal Dermocratic Elhnic Coardinating Commitiee;
fwvly  those authorized under subzection ity of Section 2 shall be certiied by ths
Chairperson of the Mational Demacratic Seniors Coordinaing Coundcil;
{xwil}  those otherwise authorzed ender Seefion 2 shall be cenified by the Chairperson
of the Bemocratic Natonal Committes.
¢h} Mo person who is not or who dees not continue fo be a resident for voting purposses of the
irizdiction which he or she reprezents shall be eligible to hold such office.
foh Mo person shall be entitled to viole on @ chailfenge ko his or her credentials.
i} Contents involving membership of chaflenges fo eredentials of membars shall be beard
and adjudicsted by the Mational Committee as determined or provided in Article Two, Section 1H{b} of
hese Bytaws.

Seetinn 5. Resignation or Removel of Members

f&) A member of ihe Democratic Mational Commitiee may resign by writhen notice to the
Chairperson of the Nationat Committee, and such resignation shall be effective immediately.

(B Afier notice and opportunity for public hearing and upon grounds found by the Nationat
Committes 0 constte good and sufficiant cause, the Malional Commities may remove & mamber by
twid-thirds vote of the Nationat Commitiee.

{n} Eallura of any member of the Netiona: Commiitee to declare affirmativeby his or her
support for the Demacratic Presidertial and Vice Presidential nominses within thirty {300 days aler the
adfourrment of the Mational Convention shalt constitite good and sufficiand cause for removal.

Seclion 6. Varcancies. Vacancies created by resignation or removal of any member of the Nations!
Lommitees shall be filed as follows:

(&) Vecancies i membaership apportiones o the siates and territordes pursuant o Sections
2{b)and 2} of this Arficle and Articte Mine of the Charter shall be filled by 2 siate or femitorial Party in
apen reeting caliec after eifective public notice of the agends.

(b Vecancies craated by the removat or resignation of a siete Chairpersor ar highast ranking
officer of the opposite sex shatl ke filled only by their srccessors In acocordance with Secton 3{b) of this
Aricia. :
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{c) Vacancies in the at-aroe mambarship of the National Committea shalt be fliad by the
National Commities,

gy Vzrancies in positons filled by the Democratic Governors' Association, the Democrstiy
Mayars Confarence, the House and Senate Leadership, the Young Demoerats of America, the
DNermocratic County Offisials Conference, the Democratic Legisitive Campaign Cemmities, the Natienal
Federation of Democratic Women, the National Democeatis Municipat Gificials Condferance, and the
College Demosrats of America shall be filed by the selecting autharty, and in the case where the
selecting authority is not in session nor will be in session for 2 year subseguent to the vacanoy, by the
aody Gharged with fulfiling tha responsibilitiss operating the arganizafion betwsen mesiings of the ful
CroLE.

Section ¥, Meelngs

{a} The National Committes shall mest &3 svan as possible afier the adjoumment of the
Nationsl Canventicn on the call of the Chairperson. The Committee s suthorized to organize with those
members giready setected, including any person seated lemporadly as provided in Section t0(0Kv) and
entitled to serve as of the first meeifing of the Committse, They shall seleat those mambers of the
Executive Commiitee who are selected by the Regioral Caucuses, who shall serve with those who serve
by reason of office until the next regutar mesting of the Demoeratic Malionsl Commitiee.

{b} Al least two meetings of the National Commiites shall be held each year upon call of the
Chairpersen and after notice 1o members, unless any such meeting is dispensed with by prior vote of a
majerty of the full mambership of the Nafional Commiites.

{) Special mestings of the Mational Committee ray be held upon the call of the Chairperson
with the approval of the Executive Committes with reasonable notice fo the members, and ro action may
e taken at such a specit mesting urless such proposed action was indudad in the notice of the speciat
meeting. The Rreqoing notvithstanding, a special mesting to Tl a vacenoy on the National ticket shall bz
Feld on the call of the Chairperson, who shall et the date for such meeting in accardance with the
procedural rules provided for in Aricte Twe, Saction B{d) of these Bylaws,

{d) Ho [ater thar thisty (30} days before sach reguiarly scheduled meeting. and ag 000 g
possible before 2 special meeting of the Democratic MNational Committee, the Secretary of the Cemeoeoratic
Naztionst Committes shall send written noiice of the date, time and place of such meeticg, and the
tertative agenda io all members of the Demacratic Mational Committee.

e} Unen the writien reguest of tventy-five percent or rmore of the mambers of the Natlanal
Commitiss, fed with the Chairperson within a period of thirty (30} days, it shall be the duty of the
Chaitperson within fitean (13 days from recelpt of such request 1o issue 2 cali for a mesting of the
Mational Sommittes. The date of stich mesating shall be fiked by the Chairperacn not later than thirly (30}
days nor eatier than fieen [18) days from the date of the call.

Section 8. Affendance and Quort aod Voding.

{a} Marmbers of the Nationa! Commitfes apoortionad pursuant to the provisions of Secion 2
of this Articie whe miss three consecutive maetings of the Demeerstic National Committee have falled ta
meaot the mirkmum level of attendance and shall be deemed to have resigred fram the Demaoctatia
Nationg! Commiltee. Vacancies creatad by any member for {aiing to meet the minimum levet of
attendance shall be filed in accordance with the provisions of Section & of this Article. Prosies shall not he
counted at any meeting for the purpose of meeting the minmum leved of adendancs.

it A rnaiority of the full membership of the Democratic National Commidae prosent i
ngrsan of by praxy shafl constifute 2 quorum, rovided that ng less than Jorly parcent [40%) of the full
membership be present in person for the purpose of establishing a quorum; provided, however, that for
purgoses of veting o fill & vasancy on the Mafional ticket, & quorum shiali be a majority of the full
membeship sresent in peraon.

ic) Forty percent {40%) of the full membership preserd in person or by orowy, of 50 membars
presant in gerson, whichever is fewar, shall constitate a quorum for mestings oft

m‘lﬁw
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)] the DNG standing commitioos on Credantisls, Resolpiions, Fules and Bylaws
angd Budget and Finance,

{if) the Eastern, Southern, Midwestern, and Western Regional Caucuses;

fitih the Hispanic, Black, Womer's, Astan Paclfic lzlander American, and Gay and
Lesbian American Cacouses; and

£y other standing or ad koo commitiess created pursuant to the provisions of
Secton 10{f) of these Byisaws,

{d) Except a5 othervise provided in the Chiarter or in these Bylews, ait questions before the
Democratic National Committes shalt be determined by majority vote of those mambers present and
voling in person or by proxy.

: {17 Up fa sevaniy-five addilionsl members atfarge of the Demoeratic Natienal
Commilies added by the remaining members pursuant to Aricle Three, Section 2 of the Charter and
siaven members atHlame of the Executive Committes seiected by the Bermocratic Mational Conumittee
pursuant to Articls Threg, Saction 2 of the Bylaws may be elecied by plurality vote of the members voting
in person or by proxys and

(it A roft ozl may be requested by a vote of twenty-five percent (25%) of thaze
Democratic Mational Sommilles members present and voting.

el Each member of ihe National Commiitee shall be entilled 10 ane vote on each issue
kefore it, excapt that Democrats Abroad shall have four voles on the Democratic National Tommbitee,
which votes shall be shared by the Chairperson, the highesl ranking cificer of the opposite sex, hree
Mationsd Committeemen and three National Committeswomear.

(T} Yoting to fill a8 vacancy on the National ticket shall be I accord with procedurai ruies
adoptad by the Rules and Bylaws Committes and approved by the Democratic National Committes,

{a} Proxy voting shall be permitted, Proxles may be sither general or limited and efther
instructed or uninstrected. All proxiss shall be invwriting and ransterabie if so specifred. Mo DNC member
may at any one time hold or exargise proxies far more than one other DHC membear; provided, however,
that proxy voting shall net be permitted in voting to il a vacancy on the Nations ticket.

(n} The Chakrperson of the National Committss may refer maltars {o the membears of the
Mational Committee for consideration ang vote by mat, provided, however, that f members aggregating
more than bwenty percent [20%) of the felt membership shall 5o request, the matter shall b presented to
ihe: rext maeting of the Matienal Commities.

Section B, Regional Cauciises. There shall be ol Regional Caucuses of the members of 2
Demacratic National Sommltes, comprised as foilows!

EASTERN
Connecticut Wassachuseiis Puerto Rico
Delaware Maw Hampehirs Rhode island
District of Columinia Mew Jersey Yermiomn
Maine Mew York Virgin fslands
Maryiand Pernsylvania Eemocrats Abroad (4 vote)
SOUTHERN
Algbama _ [obigigna Texas
Arkmngsan Mississipni wirgiis
Florida HWorth Carolina Yyast \rginia
Seorgia South Carolns Dremocrais Abrozd {3 voted
Kemiucky Ternresses

e —
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MIDWESTERN
fitneis Mirnesota Cliahoma
Indiana Mssour Snuth Dakots
iowa Mebraska Wisconsin
Hanrsas Morth Dakota Dramocrats Abroad (1 vote)
hiehigan g
WESTERN
Alazka Hawaii Oregon
Arnerican Samoa Idzho. Litah
Arizong Momana Washington
Califormia Mevada Wyoming
Colorade Mew Mexico Demacrats Abroad {4 voted
Guam
Section 0. Committees
)] In addiian ta the Comnrittees athemnise provided for In the Chagter or in these Bylaws,

there shali be the following standing commitizes of the Democraiie National Comimities:

] Credendals Committes;

| Hesolutions Commiltes;

{iith Rules and Bylaws Committes;

(ivy Budget and Firance Sommits.

{o i) The Credentials Committes shall receive and consldar all chalienges to the
credentialz of Democraiic Nationa! Commiitae members. )

(i} Arvy challenge to the credentiais of & member of the Democratic Mational
Committee may be made by any Democrat from the state or termitory of the membar challenged or amy
member of the Democratic Mational Committes and shalt he filad by Registerad Mail {refurn receint
reqtested) withia thirty {30} davs of the sedection of such mamber.

{) The Credeniiate Corrmitiee shall determine the validity of the credentialzs of those
elenied to the Nationat Committes, and decide all chalienges o the seating of such members, The
Credentials Commiltee shall provide each party fo 2 dispute a ressonable opporlunity to be heard, and
may give an cppariunity for submission of briefs and oral argument and shall render a written report on the
issLes to the Mational Committee.

(i} The Mational Commiitee shall proceed 1o & defermination of such contest or
contests as ite first order of business, if feasible, including the lemporary seating of challenged members,
in order ihal the members may paricipate in other Business before the Mational Committes.

{] {i} The Resolutions Committee shall recelve and consider af} resolutions oreposed
by a member of the Democratic Mationat Commitize on matters of policy proposed far adoption by the
Chemooratic Mational Committes, and shadf report inwriting. Said renort shail confain the fext of ach
resofulion recommended by the Committze for sdeption, and shall identify resolutions considered but net
recormmnendsd for adortion; and

4} resclutions shall e submitted o the Secretary of the Demssratic Mational
Commities = iegst twenly-one {21 days prios to the meefing of the Mational Commitiee, and copies of all
sich resoiutions shall be sent io each member no iezs ihan fourteen {14 days pricr & ihe Nationsi

-ommittes maeting, provided that the Fxecubive Cormmittes may vote to subneit vrgent timely resolutions

in the Nationa! Commiitas even theugh Nl submities within those drme perogs.
fa} {il The Rubes and Bylaws Comemities shall receive and corsider ail

recommendations for adeption ard amendments o the Bules and Bylews of ine National Commitlee and
o the Sharer of the Democratc Paryy of the United Siales;
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(i) recorendations for amendment to the Charter of the Demecratic Party of the
Linfted Sizles shalt be received by the Rules and Bylaws Committee ro less than sixty (S0} days prior ic 2
regular meeting of the Democratic Natioral Commiffes, provided that the Exsculive Committes may
spprove divect submission of & recommendsd amendmant to the Charter If the requirements of imeliness
of the Charter are nthenwise met;

{i recommendations for amendment to the Bylaws or adoption of Rulas for the
Demecratie Nalionel Comwnittes shall be submifted to the Rules Committes no less than thirty (30} deys
prior 10 2 mesting of the Mational Committes, and the Secretary of the National Commiftes shall mait such
aroposed recommandations fo the members ne lexs than thirty (38} days prior o the National Committes.
It shalt be the resprosibility of the mambear of the National Committes submiting a Bylaws Amendment o
distribute & copy o all members of the Committes within the e required by these Bylaws for
considerstion, or submit the roquest to the Secratery with ample time to make such distributicn,

{iv} ~  the Execulive Cotynitee may refer to the Rules and Bylaws Commitiee for
oreliminary conskdsration the lemporary Butes of the National Convertion % be insluded in the Call to the
Convention, and the Executive Commiites may adopt the recommendations of the Rukes and Bylaws
Committes as such temporarny Convention mulaes:

{v) the Rules =md Bylaws Committee shatl conduct = continuing study of the Byiaws,
Fatles and Chiarter and make periodic recommendations for amendment, extension or other action,
aroviged that any such recommendations by the Rules and Bylaws Committee be submitted to the
members of the National Commitiee at the fima the agenda is prasented; and

{wi} the report of the Riles and Bylaws Commites shalt be in wiiting and shall contain
the full text of action recomenanded and shall identify recommendations not approved by the Committes
for adoption.

(e Budget and Finance Committes

(i The Budget and Finence Commitiee shall be composed of the Treasurer, the
Mationat Finance Ghair and not more than nine other mambers of the Demecratic Nafional Commitiee
who havea training or experience In finance or managsment;

(i) the Budget and Finance Camrnittes shait in full cansutiation with the Nationat
Chalrperson of the Democratlc National Commitiee, review the budget of the Democratic National
Commrites on sn or-going basts, make periodic reports including en annual report to the Executive
Committee and the fult Democratic National Committes on the goals, purposes of expenditures and
resuits of expenditires of the Democratic Mational Commities and its skafi;

(¥} the Budget and Finance Commitiee shail, working with the Nations Chairparson,
Chief Financia! Officer and counsel, develop and present b0 the Executive Commiites, policies and
precedures Wih respact io:

{7) confracting and procuremeant of goods and services by the Demoacratic
Nationzal Comrmities, induding affirmative acfion policies; and
b avoidance of conflicts of interest;

£ meetings of the Budget and Finence Committee shall not be subject to the
crovisions of Article Mine, Section 1.2 of the Charter

{f The dMelional Committee may from time to time ereate such siher standing or &7 hog
cammitiees as i shell desm approoriste.

feth Except as oiherwise provided in the Charer or in thesse Sylaws, the members of all
committeas of the Mational Commiitee shalt be appolniad by the Chairperson of the Democradic Matiomal
Commitiee. in consultation with the Executive Commiliee, subject to rafffication by the Democratic
Matiota Commities, and shall be appointed to serve for the tenure of the Chadroerson. Notwithstanding
e above provision, notice of such pending appointment must be mailad o the Democratic National
Committes membership no lzss than seven (7} davs priorto the vote on ratification.

(ki Failure 5y members 1 allend three consecutive mesdngs of the commiltees of the
National Cormmiites shal! constituie a ailoe to mest the menimumn lavel of atterndance and shad constifite
automatic resignation from the commities. The provisions of Sechon Blg) o this Article shail asply o
committeas of $he Naticnat Committes, excep: thet proxes shali not be counted at any megting for the

L
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puUTEasE oF meeting the minimum level o attendance. Attendance records of committess of the National
Committes shall e repocted annuzlly 19 the Exscubive Comnrities,

)| All matters referred to any eouncil, spesial committee, standing committee, conferance or
=ny other sub-group must be acted upor and said ackon reported o the body which originated the
references,

Section 11, Particioation in Al Party Affatrs.

(&) The Demacratic Parly of the United States shall be open to alt who desire to support the
Party and who wish to be known as Democrats. Parfcipation in the affzis of the Democrsatic Party shall be
cpen purstant io the standeards of non-discrimination and affirmative actlon Incotporated into the Charter
of the Democratic Parny of ihe United Statas.

{) {i} The Mational, State, and Local Democratic Party organizations shall undertaxe
affirmative action prodrams designed o encouradge the fullest pardicipation of all Democrsts Iy all Paty
affairs. All Party aifairs shall mean all activities of each offisial Party organization commencing at the
lowest level and continuing up through the Mational Bremocratic Party. Such activities shall inciuce but
nesd nos b imited 1o the processes in which defegaies are selected to the Mational Democratic
Convention; Party officialz are nominated or selected; Party policy, plafforme, and rules are formutated;
and reguiar programs of voter regisiration, public education and pubtic refations. Such programs may be
develsped snd spongored In cooperation with the Democratic National Committes.

ER Mationa] and State Dermceratic Parties shall carmy oul programs to feciliete and
increase the parficipsfion of low 2nd moderate income persons. Thesa programs shalk nclude provisions
znd resources for cuireach and recruitment fo achisve representation and equitably minimize economic
tactors which act o bar full parlicipation by such persons.

{iff) State and National Parties shall act affirmagively to develop and Implement
apprapriate edueation, traming, funt-raising and outreach programs directed & low and moderats income
Cemecrats artd shatl implement rutes and reguiations of the Pary in their mest consiruckve interpretation
to effect increased partcipation and representation by pecple of low and moderate income.
Mon-diserimination as it relates to thiz Section {11(b}} and as provided in Artcle Fight, Section 2 of the
Charter shall be sitictly enforced.

{r) {1} Each stata or terriona Parly shall requirs each unit of the Perty which holds such
meatings to publicize effectively and in a fimely fashion the dzies, times, and places of all such meetings,
and the pame of names of the persen responsible for such mestings.

EH Motice of mestings shall be published a3 required o this Section prior to the
meeting. Such notice may appear as lagal notice, paid advertisement, news item, direct mail, radio or
slevision announcement, or in such other form as may reasonably be designed to nofify Demeoerats of the
meating provided no state, territorial, or county Farly is required fo purchase peid advertising; and

{iif} If chailenged, & state or lerritorial Pasty shall be deemed 1o be in compliancs with
this Section upen prood of effective notice from the reporting unit of the Parfy.

{d) If @ county or any leca! un# of the stafe or territorial Party fails to comply with the foregeing
provisions of thiz Secfion, the state ar teritorial Pery may assurne responsibilily for setting dates, times
and places for local meatings and for giving notice of the same as provided in this Seclion.

(&) Each sizie or territorial Party may establish such procedures and structures as are
necassany o ensgre compliance wah this Secion, including procadures for review of complaints of
ron-compliance with tivs Seclion by any unl of the politicat srocess, including the state,

i) if a state or territprial Parly i slleged o have faied o compiy with this Section, the
slleged non-compliznce shall be refarred to the Demoerstic Mationai Committes for review provided that
any parsan ziacing nan-comptiance at sry fevel shall be a resident of the affected jurizdiction and
provided that any persos alleging non-compiance of a siate or territorial Party with this section shaf have
sxhausted el remedies provided by the state or tarritoriat Party.

Sedtion 12, Duffes and Responsibitites of the Chairperson,




A SR I i B A R S A s D P L e S D T S i s U L DT DRI i S I S LT L B G e e i AT S e T O Bl D LD e e S DR I T

peem s BYLAWS PO

fal The Chairperson shall be the chied executive oificer of the Democratic MNational
Committes and shall exercise auihority delagated to him or her by the Demecratic Nationa! Committes
and the Democratic National Committes’s Exacutive Committes in camying out the day-to-day activiies of
the Commities.

Ay By the time of the next DNC megting following s of her etection, the Chatperson shail
designate a Vice Chair who wil have autharity to act as Chairperson showle a vasaney osour of should the
Chairperson become incapacitated. |nithe event of such succession, the designated Vice Chair will serve
in the capacity of the Chairperson untll 2 rew Chairperson is eteatad at the nexd reguiarly scheduled
meeting of the ful! Demaocratic National Commites.

ARTICLE THREE
Executive Commities

Section 1, Fowers and (uties. The Executive Commiltee of the Demooratic Nationat Committes
skalf be responsible for the conduct of the affairs of the Democratic Party In the interim beteesn ihe
meetings of the fult Comemittes. This responsibilily shall inclide, but not be Hmited bo:

=) Alsthority for the Democratic National Committes bebwaen meaetings thareof,
(o} Recommending approval of the budget of the Democratic Natienal Commitiee; and
(o)) Reporting all of its proceedings to the Damocratic Mational Committes.

Seetivn 2. idembershin. The Executive Commiites shal! be compazed of:

{a} The Chatrpersons of tha Regional Caucuses of the Democratic Mational Gommittes whe
must be members of ihe Democratic Nationai Comenilles;

(#)} Four metnbers alected by each of the Regional Caucuses of the Demogratic National
Committes, wha shall be equaty divided between men and women and all of whom shiall be members of
the Demuocratic Mational Committes:

(ch The Chairpereon, the five Vice Chairpersons, the Treasurer, and the Secretary of the
Demeocratic Nationa! Commities;

{g; Tha Natoaa! Finance Chair; _

ey The Chairperson of the Demooratic Sovernors” Asstoigiion of his er her designes from
that Associzfion, who must be a member of the Demeagratie National Commitiee;

{3 The Demoecratic Laadar of the United States Senate or his or her designee, who must be
a member of the Democratic National Committee, and the Democratic Leader from the Lnited States
House of Repregentatives or ki or her dasignea, who must he 8 member of the Democratic National
Committes;

g Tha Chairperson of the Mational Conference of Damecrstic Mayors or his or her
descignes, wit must ba 2 member of the Democratic Mational Committes;

{hy The Chairpersen of the Democratic Legisfative Camagign Commitlee o s or her
designee from that Comnittee, who must be & mamber of the Demaoaratic Mationzl Committae;

i1} The Chairperson of the National Demaoeratic County Gificials or hiz or her desigres, who
meist be a memaer of the Demonratio Mational Commitee;

i} The Chairperson of the Mationa) Democratic Muricipsl Offiziats Conference or his or her
designaes, who must be & member of the Democratis National Commitiesa;

fk The President of the Young Democrats of America or his or her designee, who must be a
member of the Demooratic Maticnal Comimitas;

(5 Fhree additionzl members of the Assooiation of State Dameeratic Chafrs o be selectad
by the Assoclation:

{rn} The President of the Natonal Federation of Demaocratic Women or her designee, who mist
be a member of fre Democratic Mationa! Sommites;

A The Chairs of the Misoarc, Biack, Astar Parific |slander Armerican, and Gay and Leshian
Aamerican Cavousss of the Demacratic Nafionat Committes or his or har degignss, who must be a
member of he Democraiic Nationai Commiitee;
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(L} The Chair of fhe Wornen's Caopcus of the Demacratic Nationzl Committee o her
designaes, who must be g mamber of the Demperatic Nationa! Commitiee,

o) The Presidert of the Coltege Demccrats of America or his or her designes, who must be
a member & the Democratic National Cornmittes;

) Elaven members at-farge, sfetled by the Demorneatic Mational Sommitiee, who shafi be
equally divided between men and women, all of whom must be membears of the Democratic Natianal
Commities;

(ri The Chairs of e standing commitiees on Credentials, Resolufions, and Rules and
Bylaws.

(=Y Any designee s5 provided for in this section, may not othennize e 8 member of tha
Frecutive Commlttes and must be 3 membar of the organization or senstituency ha or she is designated
in represent,

Section 3. Efsction of Members.
{a} Members of the Execitive Commiles representing the Regionst and Constivensy
Caucuses pursurant to Sechon 2(b), 2{n) and 200} of this Article shali be sledted:

i} &l the second meetlng of the Democratic Mationat Committee hald after the
sueceeding presidential efection; and

{i whenever 3 vacancy coours.

(G} Mamiers of the Executive Committes electad ahlargs a5 appurtioned pursuant iy Section
g} of this Aricle =hall be elacted:

i af the second meeting of the Demeccratic Nadonal Commities hald after the
succeeding presicenttal efection; 2nd

{i} whenswer 3 vataney aseurs.

{1t} Motwithstanding the above provisions, notice of any such nemination must be
rmiailed to the Democrafic Mational Commitiee membership no less than seven (7 days prics io the
glection.

fe) Members of the Executive Cammiitee shall gerve untl the ebection of their successors.
Upon the resigaation of a member, a successor shall be selected by the ariginat officisl authority to serve
the unexpired pertion of the tarm.

Section 4. Mesfngs The Executive Committes shalf meet at laast four times each year. Mestings
shall be caliad by the Chalrperson or by writlen request of na Tewer than one-frurth of its members, Al
members of the Democratic Mational Commikee shatt be notified of meetings of the Exgoutive Commitiee.
The Executive Committes shaill keep a record of its proceedings which shall be available to the public.

Section 0. Affendance and Quorum and Yoling,

{a) Members of the Execulive Commitiee apporiioned persuant to the provisions of Sectlion 2
of this Article who miss three consecutive mesiings of ihe Democratic Matlonal Commitize Executive
Committes have failed o meest the minimum level of attendanse end =hall be deemed {o have resigned
friom the Exenutive Commitize. Vacencies created by any membear for falling o mesf the minirmum lgvel of
zfendance shall e filked by the original authorlty, Proxisg shall aot be countad at any meeting for the
purpose of meeting the minimum lavel of attendance.

£y MotaEhstanding the sbowve provision, 1he provisions of Secton B of Anicle Twe of these
Bylaws shall apoky to the Sxecutive Commities,

ARTICLE FQUR
MNatienal Finance Organizations

Section 1. Doities and Fowers. The MNatons! Finance Organizations of the Demesratis Parfy shal
have general responsibility foe the frances of the Demaeratie Party for raising funds B suppert the
Democratic Party and the Demoeratic Nationa! Commitiee to advise and assist State Demosratic partias
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and candidates in securing funds for their purposes. The MNations! Finance Chair and the Treasurer will
advise the MNational Chalrperson of the Democratic Party and the Executive Committes of the Democrstic
Nationat Committes with respest to the finances of the Democoratic Pariy.

ARTICLE FIVE
Amendrpanis

Bylaws may be adopted or ainandsd by majonty vote of:
{2 the Naficnal Cotwention: of
{k the Democrafic National Comemiltes provided that thitky (30) days written notice of any
oropased Bylaw or amepdment has been given to all members of the NMationa! Commitice, Unless
adopted in the form of an amendmeant to fhe Chaner or oiherwise designated, any resolution adopted by
lhe Mationa! Convention relating to the governanscs of the Parly shell be considered a Byiaw.




