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I 11f THE lUNf] 1' 1;]D ;3'I'KC :E8 ]QI;ST 'Ft][eT COURT
]FOR 7 ' l3E :NO ]R7'HER1N lDI lS'TFuC'T OF GEORG IA.

If .

CIVIL ACTION Islo,

Dl?.lC' I.AlR; jk'TICqJ O :F ]a :D`V ARID DUAOSE

[, L :D`VA,R :D ]DL1]3CiSE, being of legal age and sound mind, do hereby depia5e and

state ais follows :

1 ., I un the Pres i dent of the Georgia State Cor l iFe. r{ e nc t; of ISUALCI? Branches

(",State. Conference'). The facts to which 1 ain testifying are based upcin. personal

knowledge amd ;3u'e 1 .rue and correct to the best of my knowledge, :information, and belief.

T1e~ 1 VA,AC'P is 1ke i1fE ti c3n's oldes t civil ri,g:hits o~•g;ani:s~Ltiotk, founded in

1909 . It has of fices, chapters, and m entbE,rs r ia t;i cirrWi cL e, including in Geargi<t . Cur

niissian is to ensure the political, eclur, ati : oinal, social ., and ec. a l n . al ni ; c (,cju<<lity Of l-i,ghts Of

all persons and bo elimirmte racia l hatred and racial disc rimi nation,

' 1 . 'The "i1 : atE; Conference is extensively involved in a variety of',vo1 :er

erri F iOvv ernnen t ini i: i , a i'z v+es throughout Georgia, includ ing voter ediu + c ;1t i on, voter
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reg is tra.t iicc, and g et-out-the=vote ; ((JiD T'`J) a ct i vi .t;y, I am actively involved in the planning

and implementa ti on of the, s e ac1.i vitie: s . T'hrQV ,g lh o ' u. r voter ernFrovv en-rn ci il; programs, mr c :

seck to) enhance vntrr, i- eg istri 3tioi1 and civic ii1N a:CE : r ie, ss and paxticipation, particularly in

communities o i '*coo l ,o r and in youth and economically disadvantaged communities acroSS

Georgia . :[n that regard, N ve seek to provide : accessible and convenient opportiiv :tie.s for

people to register to vote, wherever they live irtcl wherever they may be :f[wticl .

4 . During the 2004 election season, the chapkers of t:h { .- Sui:e Conferenc e

sponsored nunnerouis voter registration and GO'i'V drives throughout Georgia . In additiorl

to ow own 171z ;;oiing; civic engagement and votereinpoviernl+,nt ac :ri`rities, th e NAACP was

a parl :icipant in the nat i onwide Unity `I)4 Voter F',rn;po'wenment Campaign sponsoire+d by

the National Coalition can Black Civic Participation . The goal of the Unity '04 program

was to) register at least if J million new A ffI,CBR °AQIE ' II Can voters nationwide axid to

maximize ;all(] mobil i :ze voter WIT out ill tli I,- Afr ican-, Am+~rir2iri community during the

2004 election season and beyond, Here in Georgia, the c, tia .p i t ers of Ike State Conference

helped to regi stf:r, tthousands of new •voters thrau. g;h4ut (V,-oz- g 'i ;j in 2004 .

As ,a general mle., prior to cornnaiana;ing a registration drive, we endeavor to)

train (PlLx representatives I,"re ,gist r a. #:ic on. workers") on the relevant federal and state Wiles

conce rn ing voter registration, including del l :e=i ;n : ir.~g voter eligibility, properly filling out

voter registration ca:rcls, and complying with cither requirements . Our registration wor[ce :rs

seek out individuals who are e ither eligible to vote but have: not previously regi s tere . d'd oir
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who need to update heir previous vo ter r egistration with their current address or a change

Of YiaX. n + .1„ So that they will be eligible to vote where they currently live . When mir

re; ; ii strati.an workers encounter such ,peirsan.s, they discuss 'ffie ]VAL ~W;F''s 111J lcrsophy chat

vot ing is Fm important civic duty and responsibili a :y.oiF am c;b eligible LJ ,S. citizen nd that,

consiagtzE,ntjy , all eligible individuals should register 1:o vote and then , actually vote on

Election Day . hi the couirse of I1[at discussion, our mgis , t ]Mtic T~ worker's encourage thOse.

individuals to register (or update their regis,t;ra ttions) „ provide li+mn with a furry for doing

so, and, if necessary, assist the individuals with completing a regi s tira tiorG t'oyma ,.

fi . The national NAACP of 'fic' e advises all o f it,s chapters :ii ;alionwide to make

photo copies of all the v oter registration a [iFrlic : a,t ii eSs that they receive during voter

rogis l: ra ' tion drives, so that wec will have EL record •# ' a ll the people whom we assist with

re g ;isiral_io:n . ]"his fac ii litates our being ab le to conduct G ~O 'TV' dfives, charitable

;sol ic: itations, pa. naphieti ng, and rnernbership campaigns, in([ other follo w-up

communications with those whom we have previously encoi ui i l: ered. In addition,, hx'ring

copies o l f the voter forms also helps us monitor the conduct of ele ; ek ;k n i officials, to C318un-,

that they timely add the eli gi hIie voters vv]hoirn w e have assisted to the voter rolI ,, .

7. Many chapters within our State i^onfiarence did no t feel they could comply

with the national c' li rec; t : iw. 1:o r-e; tad :n photocopies of voter t-egis t:ratiorE fbirn ;s, because hey

had received conflicting information fxonri various election officials i nn Georgia as to

w hiether the copying of applica tions was, poli-mii ssibIe , Those chapters that did not make.
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photocopies af' the Nr trte: r registration applications n e;v erlxlc , ;s typically kepl :, 3 record of

the individuals a ssis ted during the registnitic»n drives by manually transfbming the contact

information contained cm. t he aspplic; ax ions to Fe separate : lis t . This manual. ti-ansfel- of

i : nfbi'n l ;ttic»i was highly time consuming, and inefficient - usually requiring one or- Inorl"

r c~gii strati:on workers to refrain from directly assisting prospective voters in o r der- to,

dedicate themselves to thi s ~ c lL erir. al chore . Our chapters would prefer simply to rnakx

eopi e.s of the orig inal voter : regis lxaitio:n forms that 'we collect, as directed b ;y C'U,r national

office:, because that makes the voter regislrat i o :n assi: sWtWe p1-aces. s more efficient for ow-

registration workers in the field and also enhances our ability 1;o collect more complete,

and accurate information a ny the persons whom we re gii ster.

S . In addition to providing assistance to regi s tr<4r its at the votE;i, registration

sii tc„ the NAACP also has addit ional qua,! i ty control and monitoring measures lLa1 :, a+e take

to ensure that all eligible individuals whom rve assist wi th registration actually make it

onto the voter rolls in a i :i».e ly manner, as requiri-M by lav&,_ For exarrLple„ our workers

'-)TdC;1ll!( review each application to make sure it is filled out neatly and corripletr ;L),, so

that it will not encounter any avoid-able delays at the county ri ;l;i.strar"s office . We also

man.il:ar whether election ffic :ials axe adding, 01117 registrants to the votier rolls . When

we encounter ]) 1'Ciblim,'n, 5 with particular I 'eg1 :i CCi lXl pli Sy we contact t,bie ral~evant election

authority and/or the registrant to try to get the issue ceso]Lved before, Election Day .
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9. Our quality control and monitoring procedures . will be un&rmined by the

additional regulatorly requirements, recently adopted by the State Election Ha zard ;, , which

require voter registration applica lF iO;n ,s to be -sealed prior to being handed to registration

worke3rs, and which forbid''. the: copying o f'vcyisr registration applications . Such restric tions

WOUi ld render u,s unable to determine the appropriate ele, :.i;i om office to which rarh :form

should be sent (since: w e would not be atle to see the applicant's residential address

:ir i fonnation) ;, and it would interfere with our ( .i,01 7 '` T efforts, as well zs with our

monitoring efforts, 1 :o, make sure that Georgia's election oi;ficialL s s ir e c:onnp]), i ; n; g with the ir

obligations to add new voters to the rolls in a , i imely fashion . As a result,, our overall

voter empowerment efforts will suffer .

10 . It is already quite difficult and time c 1 :)jz:aurnirig to pl an E111 11 n2uu 1 11;1Lar; g +

scale. voter registration lIll t l. 8 t]Ve S, The: 'St2Ltl.' F, l@ction Board's restrictions, and the aueats

of civil and criminal penalties that have been imposed up on volunteer voter reg i si t im tian

orga:niz ; ers and workers as a :result 1 : here-o i.', have thrown firther obstacles in the way of our

Filaj n maimg; processes and significantly inhibited our ability to recrijit volunteers for such

a.cti Vi ly . Given that the voter registration deadline for t: hit November s lt a . tewi cif : general

elections falls on October 10, 20D6, the S tabe Conference : ch apters; should really begin

planning their I . arge-•scale vot er re ; g: istra .t : i on initiatives as soon as po ssible .

' L :l, Th e NAACP will c, a ~n ~ti~ r.~u ~ e ~: a~ engage in some form of voter registration

activity during this election season, because, voter i;tnpowefiIIlE ;rit is and has been at - th e.
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forefront of our mission fox decades . However, the imitate; Election .Board"s restrictive

registration rules will impose. ,signifFicant impediments to our programs and, in all

l .i l+ : e, l :it iaadf, v vi .lll dma ai : i ca ll. v reduce our e :ff ective;ne;;s In regimering new voters and

increasing, voter tumoutu

I hereby declare undo 3Prnalta of perjuz ;y, pursuant to the UEVV s of the United States;,

that the foregoing i . n. fortnatzon i s true and correct to th e best : of" :rr.L y '

h iihrm2d%, a , n. d'd belief.

7mys --v!I da;y of Aun;t, 2006 .

EDWARD DUBOSE
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