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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI
EASTERN DIVISICN

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff,

V.

IKE BROWN, individually and
in his official capacities
as Chairman of Noxubee County
Democratic Executive
Committee and Superintendent
of Democratic Primary
Elections; NOXUBEE COQUNTY
DEMOCRATIC EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE; CARL MICKENS,
individually and in his
official capacities as
Circuit Clerk of Noxubee
County, Superintendent

of Elections,

Administrator of Absentee
Ballots, and Registrar of
voters; NOXUBEE COUNTY
ELECTION COMMISSICN;

NOXUBEE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI;
and those acting in concert,

CIVIL ACTION NO.

Defendants.
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COMPLAINT
The United States of America, Plaintiff herein, alleges:
1. The Attorney General files this action seeking
injunctive and declaratory relief pursuant to Sections 2 and
11 (b) of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, 42 U.S.C.
Section 1973, and 42 U.S.C. Section 1973i(b), and to enforce

rights guaranteed by the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution
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of the United States.

2. This Court has jurisdiction of this action pursuant to
28 U.S.C. Section 1345 and 42 U.8.C. Section 1973j(f).

3. Defendant Noxubee County is a county within the State of
Mississippi and is governed by the laws of that State.

4. Defendant Noxubee County Election Commission has
statutory powers, duties, and responsibilities concerning the
conduct of elections in Noxubee County.

5. Defendant Noxubee County Democratic Executive Committee
is a body with duties, powers, and responsibilities concerning
the conduct of Democratic primary elections held in Noxubee
County.

6. Defendant lke Brown is the Chairman of the Noxubee
County Democratic Executive Committee and in that capacity is the
superintendent of Democratic primary elections. Defendant Brown
is a resident of Noxubee County and is sued in his individual and
official capacity.

7. Defendant Carl Mickens is the Circuit Clerk of Noxubee
County, and as such, he exercises statutory duties, powers, and
responsibilities as superintendent of non-primary elections, as
the administrator of absentee ballots for all elections, and as
registrar of voters in Noxubee County. Defendant Mickens is a
resident of Noxubee County and is sued in his individual and

official capacity.
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8. According to the 2000 Census of Population, Noxubee
County has a total population of 12,548 persons and a voting-age
population of 8,697 persons. Noxubee County has a total white
population of 3,667 persons representing 29.2% of the county's
total population. There are 2,826 white persons of voting age,
representing 32.5% of the county's voting age population.

9. Voting in Noxubee County is racially polarized,
especially in those elections in which black and white candidates
oppose each other. Whites and blacks tend to vote as a cohesive
bloc, making it possible to readily identify candidates that are
white~preferred and black-preferred.

10. White voters, white candidates and those voters who
have supported various white candidates have in Noxubee County
experienced recent and relentless voting-related racial
discrimination at the direction of Defendants Brown and Mickens
and others acting in concert with them. This pattern of
discriminatory actions has resulted in the denial or abridgement
of the rights of these citizens of Noxubee County to vote on
account of race or color, in violation of Section 2 of the Voting
Rights Act. These acts of voting-related discrimination include,
but are not limited to the following: a. Defendant Brown
has recruited and qualified black candidates from outside of
Noxubee County and from outside of candidates’ election district

to run against white candidates where Defendant Brown knew these
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candidates did not qualify under state residency laws to hold the
offices for which they had been qualified to run;

b. Defendant Brown has excluded whites from
participation in Democratic Executive Committee affairs by
excluding them from Committee meetings relating to primary
election matters and by excluding them from Democratic caucuses;

c. Defendant Mickens has himself manipulated and has
permitted Defendant Brown and those acting in concert with them
to manipulate the voter registration rolls in an unlawful manner,
by moving voters from one district to another in order to affect
the racial percentages of voters in particular districts and in
an attempt to alter the outcome in certain black-on-white
elections;

d. Defendant Brown and those acting in concert with
him have attempted to prohibit a number of white voters from
voting in Democratic Primary elections even though those white
voters were legally entitled to vote in those primary elections;

e. Defendant Brown and those acting in concert with
him have participated in numerous racial appeals during primary
and general campaigns and have criticized black citizens for
supporting white candidates and for forming biracial political
coalitions with white candidates on account of the race of those

white candidates;

f. Defendant Brown and those acting in concert with
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him have rejected the absentee ballots cast by whites on ground
that they were defective under state law while counting absentee
ballots cast by black voters that contained similar or more
serious defectg under state law;

g. Defendants Brown and Mickens and those acting in
concert with them have discriminated against white candidates in
failing to provide those candidates information concerning
abgentee ballots in the same way these Defendants have provided
this information to black candidates;

h. Defendants have discriminated against whites in the
selection of persons to work as poll managers and poll workers in
elections in the county;

i. Defendants Brown and Mickens and those acting in
concert with them have discriminated against white candidates by
not allowing them and their supporters to observe the disposition
of challenges to absentee ballots;

j. Defendant Brown and those acting in concert with
him have digcriminated against white candidates and their
supporters in enforcing the fifty-foot, anti-campaigning law that
is applicable at polling places in Mississippi;

k. Defendants Brown and Mickens and those acting in
concert with them have allowed non-resident black persons to vote

in Noxubee County elections, and black persons who were non-

residents of districts to vote in those districts;




