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Classifieds ST. CLAIR COUNTY — To make sure the November presidential ||||{ mwﬂ\
Legals election is held in the county, the County Commission, under the direction 5& m 3
® arcHIVEs | of a federal court, made changes Tuesday to five voting precincts. | §_"~EE__,..--—-"
Search Archiv County attorney Bill Weathington said that in a case filed by the federal Eﬂl’lt F ns!
government against the state of Alabama, a judge appointed Gov. Bob oupons:
¥ SERVICES Riley as a special master charged with compiling information and - ADVERTISERS --

reporting to the court any issues with voter security.

In Riley’s report, he stated to the court that, “in one county of Alabama,
St. Clair, and possibly in one or two other counties, the chief county
election official, the probate judge, and/or the county commission, have
allowed or are allowing the Voter Registration system and its election
management component to be used in an inappropriate and illegal manner,
which exposes the process to abuse and voter fraud.”
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Weathington said the report further states that the problem arises in five FORD
precincts where voters can cast a ballot in more than one location. RADCN MERGON Y
05 m%smn
In these five precincts, a full and complete copy of the voter list is given (Silver) A5-106613, 11k
to poll workers to verify who is eligible to vote. Names of registered 05 Explorer 515,990
voters are appearing on more than one list, which, in theory, could result Cie) OB a0 310 2
in voter fraud if that person could vote in more than one place. 04 Escape §13,990
(Gold) U4-86332
“We have five precincts with more than one voting place,” Weathington u?m fl:n

said. “The voting list is printed and sent to each polling place. In theory, a  g5ExpeditionEB$21,990
voter could vote in each place. The lists are always crosschecked to make | (Red)U5-32225, loaded

sure a person didn’t vote more than once. This order tells us to correct a 04 Sportrac 514,990
potential problem — not one that exists already.” gt oot

Also in the order from the court, the judge stated that “no voting official
shall participate in the conduct of a federal election in which a voter is

capable of voting in more than one voting location.”

Weathington said the November presidential election could be affected by
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this order if the report’s issues were not addressed immediately.

“We have a federal election coming up in less than 60 days,” he said.
“Until this is cleared up, we can’t hold a federal election in St. Clair
County. So, it’s either do this or have the next presidential election not
count in St. Clair County or prevent the election officials from holding the
election at all.”

The counties in question have an opportunity to correct the situation. In
St. Clair, the commission brought the county into compliance by
approving new district lines inside the five precincts in question.

Weathington said new district lines had to be drawn where the names only
appear on one list that requires the voter to vote in his or her place of
residence.

Weathington said the district line changes to the five precincts would be
submitted immediately to the Department of Justice for an expedited
review.

“I’m confident we’ll get the pre-clearance because this is all under a court
order,” he said.

Commissioners voted unanimously to adopt the new district lines for the
five precincts and to allow Weathington to send the maps and resolution
to the Department of Justice to petition for the pre-clearance. It also

directs the election be held in accordance with law and the judge’s order.

The precincts involved in the district line changes include Precincts 1
(Ashville/Friendship), 3 (Branchville/Odenville), 15 (Eden/Pell City), 8
(Poplar Springs/Gum Springs/Odom), and 27 (Chandler/Gallant
VFD/Slate).

The precincts will have new district lines but Weathington and Board of
Registrars Chairman Buell Plemmons said voters should not have any
problems at the polls as long as they vote at the location assigned to them
on their registration card.

“People have already been told where they are supposed to vote,”
Plemmons said. “Their voter card already tells them that. They must vote
where that card says and there will be no problems.”

Commission Chairman Stan Batemon said the resolution would bring the
county into compliance with the judge’s order.

“This won’t end the discussion that these laws must still be streamlined to
be better for the citizens and not just election officials,” he said. “It’s
confusing and complicated for our citizens. We’ll continue to try to do
that, but in the meantime, we’ve got to be in compliance.

“We’re under duress doing this. It will cause people to show up and vote

where they’re not supposed to, and then they’ll have to go somewhere else
to vote.”
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Union State Bank
Coosa Valley Electric
Interstate Freight
Riverside Relracteries
Energy Absorption Systems
Omya Alabama
Nippon Oil Lubricants, LLC
Homda
Alsagasco
Trussell & Funderburg PC
Talladega Superspecdway
Long Lewis Ford
Svlacanga Super Wal-Mart
Pell City Rotary Club
Bowater
Talladega CACC
Childersburg CACC
Jelferson Siate
Community College
Fleetwood Metals
Talladega Alabama Pover
Oak Grove Alabama Power
Nemack
Harley Davidson
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Kellie Long is Editor of The St. Clair Times.

Contact Kellie L. Long

Phone:: (205) 884-3400
klong@thestclairtimes.com

E-mail:
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New South Express
City of Pell City
Blue Bell Creamerics
Talladega Community
Bankers
Discount Auto
Masterbrand Cabinets
Benjamin Moore Paints
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Alabama Inmate Records
On-site state inmate locator. Prison records 20-2000 ac. 80+ Prime Properties in
Montgomery & Central Alabama. Call
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