IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

WILLIAM S. “BILL” ABRAMSON, CASE NO.: 2008-CA-002944
candidate for election to the Office

of Circuit Judge, in and for the

Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, Group 23,

Plaintiff,
vs.

ELECTIONS CANVASSING COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA; KURT 8S.
BROWNING, as SECRETARY OF STATE;
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DIVISION OF
ELECTIONS; PALM BEACH COUNTY
CANVASSING BOARD; ARTHUR ANDERSON,

as PALM BEACH COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF
ELECTIONS; and RICHARD I. WENNET,
Candidate for election to the office
of Circuit Court Judge, in and for the
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, Group 23,

Defendants.

/

ANSWER OF DEFENDANTS PALM BEACH COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD
AND ARTHUR ANDERSON AS PALM BEACH COUNTY
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

COMES NOW, by and through undersigned counsel, Palm Beach
County Canvassing Board and Arthur Anderson as Palm Beach County

i

Supervisor of Elections (hereinafter Defendants), and %éépond to
T

the Plaintiff’s Emergency Complaint for Declaratory Relief or,

in the Alternative, to Contest Election, and states as follows:

1. Defendants are without knowledge, therefore denied.

2. Defendants are without knowledge, therefore denied.




" 3.

itself,

10.

11.

12.
13.
14.
16.
17.

18.

17 more

19.

results

Defendants admit § 102.131(2), F.S., speaks for

otherwise denied.

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

Admitted.

Admitted.

Admitted.

Admitted.

Admitted.

Admitted.

Admitted.

Admitted.

AUGUST 26, 2008 ELECTION

Admitted.

Admitted.

Admitted.

Admitted.

Admitted.

Defendants admit returns indicated Plaintiff received

votes, otherwise denied.
Defendants admit the Unofficial Primary Turnout

reported by the election tabulation system for Palm

Beach County indicated 102,523 ballots cast and 90,733 ballots

were cast for the race of Circuit Court Judge, Fifteenth

Judicial Circuit, Group 23.




THE RECOUNTS

20. Admitted.

21. Defendants admit Exhibit “B” speaks for itself,
otherwise without knowledge, therefore denied.

22. Defendants admit § 102.141(7), F.S., speaks for
itself, otherwise without knowledge.

23. Defendants admit the number of reported votes cast as
stated and Exhibit “C” speaks for itself, otherwise denied.

24. Defendants admit the set of “Second Unofficial”
returns showed 85,885 votes counted with Defendant Wennet
receiving 61 more votes than Plaintiff Abramson.

25. Denied.

26. Defendants admit § 102.166(1), F.S., speaks for itself
as does Exhibit “D”, otherwise denied.

27. Defendants admit when the manual recount was
undertaken there were 11,241 overvotes and undervotes
determined, otherwise denied.

28. Defendants admit Palm Beach County Canvassing Board
conducted a manual recount, otherwise denied.

29. Defendants admit Exhibit “C” speaks for itself,
otherwise denied.

30. Denied.

31. Denied.




32.

33.

34.

CERTIFICATION OF RESULTS OF THE
ELECTION OF AUGUST 26, 2008

Defendants are without knowledge, therefore denied.
Defendants are without knowledge, therefore denied.

Defendants admit Exhibit “F” speaks for itself,

otherwise without knowledge, therefore denied.

35.

COUNT ONE

Defendants adopt by reference responses to paragraphs

1-34, otherwise without knowledge.

36.

itself.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

Defendants admit § 102.141(7) (c), F.S., speaks for

Denied.

Denied.

Denied.

Defendants are without knowledge, therefore denied.
COUNT TWO

Defendants adopt by reference paragraphs 1-34.

Defendants are without knowledge, therefore denied.

Defendants are without knowledge, therefore denied.

Admitted.

Denied.

Denied.

COUNT THREE

Defendants adopt by reference paragraphs 1-34.




48.

The vote counts reported in the second unofficial

returns speak for themselves, otherwise denied.

49.

50.

51.

52,

Admitted.
Admitted.
Denied.

Defendants are without knowledge, therefore denied.

Respectfully submitted this 11lth day of September, 2008.

‘Ronald A. FKdbas Esq
Florida Bar No. 206326
John T. Lavia, III
Florida Bar No. 0853666
YOUNG VAN ASSENDERP, P.A.
Gallie's Hall

225 South Adams Street
Suite 200

P.O. Box 1833 (32302-1833)
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
Phone: 850/222-7206

Fax: 850/561-6834

Attorneys for Palm Beach County
Canvassing Board and Arthur
Anderson, Palm Beach County
Supervisor of Elections




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the
foregoing has been furnished by Email and U.S. Mail on this 11lth
day of September 2008, to:

Mark Herron, Es(g.

Messer, Caparello & Self, P.A.
2618 Centennial Place
Tallahassee, FL 32308-0572
mherron@lawfla.com

David I. Shiner, Esq.

Peter J. Sosin

Shiner & Sosin, P.A.

30 Southeast 7th Street, Second Floor
Boca Raton, FL 33432-6134
david@sslawgroup.com
peter@sslawgroup.com

J. Reeve Bright, Esq.
Bright, Pack & Associates
135 Southeast 5th Avenue
Delray Beach, FL 33483-0200
reeve@brightandchimera.com

Lynn C. Hearn, Esqg.

General Counsel

Florida Department of State
R.A. Gray Building

500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250
LCHearnedos.state.fl.us

Gerald F. Richman, Esq.

Richman Greer, P.A.

250 8. Australian Ave., Ste 1504
West Palm Beach, FL 33401-5016
grichman@richmangreer.com

Glenn Thomas Burhans, Jr., Esdq.
Greenberg Traurig, P.A.

P.O. Box 1838

Tallahassee, FL 32302-1838
burhansg@gtlaw.com

ATTORNEY * d"




