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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO
WESTERN DIVISION

AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANIES, INC.,

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, CABLE NEWS NETWORK LP,
LLLP, CBS BROADCASTING INC., FOX NEWS
NETWORK LLC and NBC UNIVERSAL, INC.,

Cause No. 1:04CV750

Plaintiffs, District Judge Michael Watson

- against -

J. KENNETH BLACKWELL, in his official capacity as
the SECRETARY OF STATE OF OHIO,

Defendant.
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ORDER

This action concerns the right of news organizations to conduct exit polls within 100 feet
of polling places in Ohio on election day. Plaintiffs brought this action asserting, inter alia, that
Secretary of State Blackwell’s previous directives limiting access to the area within 100 feet of
polling places violate plaintiffs’ rights under the United States Constitution. Plaintiffs also
contended that Ohio Rev. Code §§ 3501.30, 3501.35 and 3599.24 violate the First Amendment
to the extent they could be applied to prohibit plaintiffs from conducting exit polls within 100

feet of Ohio polling places.

On September 26, 2006 this Court issued its ruling in this matter. For the reasons set

forth therein, the Court, inter alia, has ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED that:
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1. Ohio’s Loitering Statutes, Ohio Rev. Code §§ 3501.30, 3501.35
and 3599.24, cannot be interpreted to prohibit exits polls within the
100 foot designated area around polling places without violating

the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

2. It would be unlawful and a violation of the First Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution to interpret, apply or enforce Ohio’s election
Loitering Statutes, Ohio Rev. Code §§ 3501.30, 3501.35, and

3599.24 to prohibit exit polls within 100 feet of the polling places.

3. The Court permanently enjoins the Secretary of State and all those
acting in concert with him from enforcing or issuing any rule,
directive, advisory, policy or communication that would prohibit
exit polls within the 100 foot designated area around polling

places.

MICHAEL H. WATSON
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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