
Who may enter the polling place during the general election? 

State Statutes 

W
atcher(s) selected by political party 

W
atcher(s) selected by candidate or group of candidates 

W
atcher(s) selected by other organization 

W
atcher(s) selected by the state 

W
atcher(s) m

ust be registered voter of the state 

W
atcher(s) m

ust be registered voter of the county 

W
atcher(s) m

ust take an oath 

Party candidates (not voting) 

Party officers (not voting) 

Children and adults engaged in educational program
s 

News m
edia representatives 

All other persons not engaged in political activities 

International election observers 

Arizona § 16-590 ü 
Arkansas § 7-5-312 ü ü 
California §§ 14221, 14240 
Colorado §§ 1-7-106 and 1-7-108 ü ü ü ü ü 
Delaware Ti. 15 §§ 4933 and 4934 ü 
Florida § 101.131 ü ü 
Georgia § 21-2-408 ü ü 
Iowa § 49.104 ü ü ü ü 
Kentucky §§ 117.235*, and .315-.318 ü ü ü ü 
Louisiana §§ 18:427 and 435 ü ü 
Maine Ti. 21-A § 1(30-A), 505(4), 681 and 682 ü ü ü ü ü 
Michigan § 168.730 ü ü ü 
Minnesota §§ 204C.06(2), .06(8)**, .07(1) and 204B.27(7) ü ü ü ü 
Missouri §§ 115.085, .105, .107, and .409 ü ü ü ü ü ü 
Nevada §§ 293.274 û ü 
New Hampshire §§ 666:4 and 666:5 ü ü 
New Jersey §§ 19:7-1 et seq., 19 :15-8 ü ü ü 
New Mexico §§ 1-2-21, 1-2-22, 1-2-27, 1-2-28 and 1-2-29 ü ü ü ü 
North Carolina § 163-45 ü ü ü ü û 
Ohio §§ 3501.35 and 3505.21 ü ü ü ü 
Oregon §§ 254.068 and .413 ü ü ü ü 
Pennsylvania Ti. 25 §§ 2687 ü ü ü ü 
Tennessee §§ 2-7-103 and 104 ü ü ü 
Vermont Ti. 17 § 2564*** ü ü 
Virginia § 24.2-604**** ü ü ü ü û ü ü 
Washington §§ 29A.04.530, .540, and .630 ü 
West Virginia §§ 3-1-37 and 3-1-38 û 
Wisconsin § 7.41 û ü 

* Certain electioneering provisions found unconstitutional by Anderson v. Spear , 356 F.3d 651 (6th Cir. 2004). 
** As amended by 2003 MN H.F. 1006, enacted May 29, 2004. 
*** Challengers permitted only outside guardrail six feet from voting booths and ballot boxes. 
**** § 24.2-604(I) allows local electoral board to authorize "neutral observers". 

Legend: ü = explicitly permitted, û = explicitly prohibited




