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JAN BREWER
SECRETARY OF STATE
STATE OF ARIZONA

March 13, 2006

Paul S. DeGregorio, Chairman

United States Election Assistance Commission
1225 New York Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Chairman DeGregorio,

As the Secretary of State and Chief Election Officer for the State of
Arizona, | have significant concerns about the March 6, 2008, letter from your
executive director asserting that Arizona may not implement its proof of
citizenship law with respect to voters who register using a Federal Mail Voter
Registration Form (Federal Form). In my mind, such a policy is completely
inconsistent, unlawful, and without merit.

The executive director's opinion is incorrect and unlawfully prevents the
State of Arizona from implementing an important voting security measure with
respect to those voters using the Federal Form. Arizona's proof of citizenship
- requirement was passed by over one million voters in 2004, and was pre-cleared
by the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) on January 24, 2005. In addition, DOJ
separately pre-cleared our Arizona Voter Registration Form on May 6, 2005,
which includes the proof of citizenship instructions now required of all citizens
registering to vote in Arizona. The DOJ has civil enforcement power over the
National Voter Registration Act, and has expressed no concern about Arizona's
- proof of citizenship requirement when registering to vote.

As | stated in my March 8, 2006, letter, | believe your letter provides
questionable legal support for its conclusion. After consuiting with the Arizona
Attorney General, | will instruct Arizona's county recorders to continue to
administer and enforce the requirement that all voters provide evidence of
citizenship when registering to vote as specified in A.R.S. § 16-1 66(F).
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As | requested of you in December, | urge you to instruct voters using the
Federal Form to register in Arizona that they provide sufficient proof of ‘
citizenship. To do otherwise would be incredibly irresponsible and may
unnecessarily disenfranchise voters using the Federal Form to register.

Janice K. Brewer
Arizona Secretary of State
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